“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation 

Part 1

The Background

Introduction

I. Rev. 1:12-19

II. When I was just a little boy I would often go with my parents to visit their parents.  And I remember very vividly exploring their houses.  And in each house there was a room which remained shut.  It was a room of mystery.  

a. The my mother’s parents had such a room at the end of the hall.  In my curiosity I sought to search out what was in that room.  I remember opening the door and seeing a vast amount of objects that I had yet to explore.  The room was lit by light that was tinted yellow as that was the color of the window shade.  The light seemed to shine upon the room as if I had found some lost treasure.

b. I began to look through the objects, pictures and furniture.  I did not understand all the things there as they were from a generation gone by.

c. I remember then, I believe it was mom, that came in and asked, “just what do you think you are doing?”  I replied, “looking around.”  She then said, “Come on, lets’ go. These things belonged to my sister who passed away at the age of 21, your aunt Bellia.”

d. So as I left the room of mystery I did not have the answer or understanding of every object there, but I knew what that room was about, Aunt Bellia, and I have never forgotten that.

III. The Bible has such a room of mystery.  The title to its door is “The Revelation.”  

a. And we too peer into its dimly lighted room from time to time and stand in awe of the great objects it contains.  And while we may not know for certain beyond a shadow of a doubt every object we can and do know its theme: Victory In Jesus.

IV. I intend to start a series on the book of Revelation, I do not plan to answer every symbol this book contains (that should be reserved for a Bible class), but I do plan on demonstrating how its theme is Victory in Jesus.  

a. Just as I learned the theme of the room of mystery were Aunt Bellia’s belongings.

V. I do pray that through this course of study you are encouraged, built up, to remain faithful to Jesus, and to be on the winning side if you are not.

VI. Revelation is a book that has been used and abused for many many years.  Numerous false teachers have made Revelation their camping grounds.  They take many of the symbols and pictures and apply what they feel it should mean.  Usually it is some far out doctrine about the end times, the final wars, etc.  One preacher preached a sermon entitled “Iraq the final war” and used Revelation as a proof.  

a. We must remember in this study to not allow any interpretation on this book to be inconsistent or contradictory with any other part of the book or the Bible as a whole.

b. One man once said, “ To the literalistic mind, lacking the power of imagination, Revelation will forever be a sealed book; to the speculative and visionary mind the book will provide fuel to inflame far-fetched assumptions and conjectures which totally miss the truth.  But to the mind prepared by the rest of the Bible for reality in picture and action, impressions of truth will be made that give strength for victory in every conflict of life.” (Homer Hailey, pg 165)

VII. The cornerstone one lays when first approaching Revelation will largely determine their interpretation.  

a. What we need to do is treat it like the rest of the Bible.  And ask questions such as… Who wrote it, When was it written, Why was it written in signs and symbols?

b. We should place ourselves in the shoes of the first-century Christian and read it as if we were reading it through their eyes.  

i. What would it mean to them?  Why was it necessary to write it the way God did?  These questions we hope to answer.

ii. Would knowing about Hitler or Russia, or East Germany, or Bin Laden, or Iraq have benefited the first century Christian?

iii. Thus all present-day applications must be based on principles that would have had meaning to those it was first delivered to.

VIII. So how should one study the book of Revelation?

a. Understand the book is written in signs and symbols

i. Rev. 1:1

ii. Revealed in signs.

1. Thus many of the symbols are figurative and represent something else.

b. Understand the historical setting.

i. We will do this today.

c. Determine its major theme

i. Then correlate the interpretation of each figure to the context of that theme.

1. Such as the room that belonged to Aunt Bellia.  They were her belongings.

2. The theme is victory in Jesus thus let us understand the symbols to bolster that theme in some way.

d. Remember that these are about things that shortly must take place.

i. Rev. 1:1, 3, 19, 22:6

ii. Jesus talked about the kingdom that was at hand.

1. Matt. 4:17 and it came 3 years latter in Ax. 2. 

2. When something is at hand it will come soon.  These things in Revelation are about to come in the time of the first century.

iii. Refrain from making its primary application to events 2,000 years in the future.

1. John was in the tribulation - Rev. 1:9; 7:14
e. Always interpret difficult passages in light of clear ones.

i. We should reject an interpretation that conflicts with a more easily understood passage in the Bible.

Discussion

I. HISTORICAL SETTING OF REVELATION

a. There was a spiritual battle taking place, it was good vs. evil.  God’s kingdom was growing; it was spread across the known Roman world.  The Devil was going to use the world empire at that time to destroy the work of God.

i. Christians were looked down upon by the Romans for their uniqueness.

1. Ax. 16:21-22; 1 Pet. 2:12; 4:14-16

b. The persecution increased at the reign of Domition 81-96 AD.

i. So here is the purpose of writing this book in signs and symbols.

1. Our military has coded messages and so too did the army of God.

ii. Revelation was written the way it was in order to keep the carrier and the reader safe.  What would a Roman solider do if he saw a Christian having a piece of literature that stated Caesar is a false God and Rome will perish?  However, if he was caught with a document that said, “Babylon is fallen,” the solider would probably displace it as a fool’s message in a fool’s hand.” (Steven J Wallace pg 3, commentary on Revelation)

II. PERSECUTION

a. Both Jesus and the Apostles said it would come.

i. Matt. 5:10-12; 10:21-23; Rom. 12:14; 2 Tim. 4:5; 3:12

ii. It was happening in small scales, but hold on tight because it is really going to come, and come it did.

b. The Roman Persecution

i. Rome was the world power at this time.

1. Her borders extended from the British Isles to the deserts of Africa, from the Atlantic Ocean to the Euphrates River.

ii. Christianity was considered religio illicita – unlawful religion.

1. They were perceived as a threat to the empire.

iii. The emperors of Rome demanded worship.  They didn’t have to be your only God but they had to be one of them.

1. People were on an annual basis to go before an image of Caesar and burn a pinch of incense and say, “Caesar is Lord.”

2. Of course faithful Christians only had one Lord, one God, one Spirit, one faith.  They would not partake in idolatry. 

3. Thus they posed a threat, would they rebel against the law or be law abiding?  They needed to be taken out for the sake of the empires protection.

iv. Persecution was happening in the time of this writing.

1. Domitian was known for exiling people.

a. For example, where was John?  On an island, he was exiled.  He was in the tribulation.  And more much more tribulation was to come.

v. There are known to us 10 periods of persecution that took place over 249 years before Constantine made the Roman religion Christianity in which came the Roman Catholic Church.

vi. These 10 periods were brutal

1. If one was caught under the suspicion of being a Christian, the trial if there was one consisted of being simply asked if they were Christian being warned that they will die if so.  If they persisted in confessing their faith they were asked a 2nd and 3rd time and if they continued they were led away for execution.  (Homer Hailey, pg 75)

2. It was not always so structured.

3. Torture eventually came into force the Christians to deny Christ.  And some sadly did.  But much more did not.

a. They Romans smartly thought if they can get people to deny Christ it will ruin the moral of other Christians and they too will give up the faith.

4. Some Christians were sewed up in skins of wild beasts and attacked by wild dogs till they died.

5. Others were dressed in shirts made stiff by wax, fixed to stakes and set on fire in the emperor’s gardens in order to illuminate them at night.

6. St. John was boiled in oil before being sentenced to Patmos.

7. Many were crucified in like manner of Jesus and having spears thrust through their sides.

8. One was put into a leather bag, together with a number of serpents and scorpions and in that condition they were thrown into the sea.

9. Some were stretched upon a wheel by which all their bones were broken and then they were beheaded.

10. There was a woman named Felicitatis, and illustrious Roman lady who was a devout Christian.  She had seven sons who were Christians too.  Her eldest Januarius, was scourged and pressed to death with weights, Felix and Phillip, had their brains dashed out with clubs; Silvanus the fourth was murdered by being thrown from a tall overhang; the younger sons Aleander, Vitalis, and Martial were beheaded.  And Felicitatis the mother was beheaded with the same sword. (FBM, pg16)

11. In one year 5000 per day were killed.  You do the math.

12. In 303AD Feb 3rd, Terminalia began.  An edict by the emperor calling for the Termination of all Christians.

a. During this time a woman named Julitta was forced upon the rack, her child was killed before her face, bowling pitch poured on her feet, her sides torn with hooks and finally beheaded (April 16, 305AD)

13. The persecution is beyond what we can even imagine.  We think it is torture to be here on these unpadded pews, we can’t even comprehend.

III. THE NEED FOR REASSURANCE

a. What would I need if I were a Christian of that day?

i. Please imagine this with me.

1. You wake in the morning and you can see from the window the beautiful sunlight that God has given.

2. All of a sudden there is a WHAM!  And your door is broken down.  In walk 3 Roman soldiers they gather you and your family and are told to come with them.

a. You see, it is Monday and yesterday you were spotted worshiping the Christ.

3. They bring you to a cell in which there are other members of you church.  They are all praying.  You all join in prayer with them.

4. About 20 minutes later, your father is asked to come with the guard, he is led away.  Tears are rolling down your cheeks, as you say goodbye. 

a. You return to prayer.

5. 20 minutes later the guard returns and this time he takes your mother.  Your heart is pounding, you shout, “Where is my father!”  The guard does not answer but leads your mom away.  

6. This is repeated till you are the last in the cell.  This time the guard is coming for you.  You feel faint, your heart about to come out of you chest.  

7. At least you will be able to see where your family has gone.  But in the back of your mind you know it is not well.

a. You come outside there is a rack about 30 feet away, and a total of 3 soldiers by it.  One at the foot another at the head and one behind.  Next to the rack you notice your family and other brethren in a pile on the ground.  Yet you cannot recognize them by their face for their heads are gone, you notice the clothes.

b. Your suck in your tears, you will be strong!  You are led to the rack and are told to deny Christ and live.

i. You do not reply.

c. They lay you on the rack and stretch your arms and legs; you feel every joint in your body sear with pain unimaginable.  

i. You are asked again to deny Christ.

1. You know you can’t he says if you deny him he will deny you.  So all you do is scream in pain.

2. They stretch the rack again and this time you feel some joints dislocate.  You feel as if your heart will stop at any moment.  

3. Faintly in the distance you hear the solider again say, “Deny Christ.”  

a. You do not.

d. Finally he motions to the solider behind the rack and he raises the axe, drops the axe and the lights go out.  Your life on earth is over.  

ii. Now listen, what would it have taken for you to remain faithful unto death?

1. It would have taken reassurance that all this suffering was not in vain, reassurance that the faith is worth dying for, reassurance that there is victory in Jesus, and that to die in the Lord is to die on the winning side.

2. Hence the reason for the book of Revelation.

a. Rev. 2:10; 13, 6:9-11; 11:7

iii. Some things persecuted Christians would need or want.  These make up the sub themes of Revelation:

1. Reassurance (Rev 1)

2. Spiritual Life In Christ (Rev. 2-3)

3. Security (Rev. 4-8:5)

4. Message (Rev. 8:6-11:19) 

5. Conflict (Rev. 12-14)

6. Vindication (Rev. 15-19)

7. Ultimate Victory (Rev. 20-22)

b. This will be the main emphasis in this study.  We will be using this book and showing how Christ and the Church will be victorious!

i. I will not attempt to explain every symbol but will follow the outline set before us.  And I pray it will give you a better understanding of this book at a higher level.

Conclusion

I. I ask you to read this book in one sitting.  If you can’t do that then read 3 chapters a day and you will have read it in one week.  This will be profitable for you and your understanding of this book as we go through this series.

II. Hopefully you see the love of Jesus to reassure His saints.  

III. He wants all to make it to heaven, but he gives no assurance to the lost.  Why not change your life today?

IV. HBRCBF

V. Come now!!

--Steve Monts

10/11/03

