“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation 

Part 3

Life in Christ

Introduction

I. Greetings

II. We pick up where we left off. 

a. Last time we studied the first chapter, which emphasizes Reassurance.  Christ showed the first century persecuted Christian that He does care.

i. This was displayed by communicating with them of the times shortly ahead, reminding them of what He has done for them, and revealing what a mighty master He is.

III. Next in our study we see a very fitting point being expressed.

a. Christ wanted to let them know that He does care about the pain that is coming upon them.  But first, before He reveals the destruction to come upon the Roman Empire, He needs to remind them that Victory is ONLY in Christ.  And that life can only be found IN Christ.  

b. So it is fitting that He, in their midst, first tell them of the corrections that are needed.

c. For you see with out the corrections made, there is no victory in Christ, even if they die for their faith.  The requirement is still faithfulness.

IV. Christ is amidst His lampstands (1:12-13, 2:1)

a. He knows all that they do and don’t do.

b. He knows that for us today as well.

i. This study will emphasize the 7 churches of Asia.

1. While they were threatened with compromise, corruption, complacency, let us remember that all these things could threaten us too.

2. In fact the 7 groups mentioned here are selected as groups that possessed qualities characterizing all groups throughout history.

a. Which one are we?

Discussion

I. THE PICTURE OF CHRIST REBUILT

a. Christ reminds them that He is there.  And reminds them that He is deity.

b. Notice in the beginning of each exhortation the descriptions given of Himself rebuilds the picture of Him in chapter 1:11-20.

i. 2:1, 8, 12, 18.

ii. This mighty master that you serve can and will turn against you if you turn against Him.

1. 1 Chron 15:2

II. THE INSTRUCTIONS OF CHRIST TO THE CHURCHES

a. There is a general outline followed.

i. The good 

ii. The bad (if any)

iii. The counsel

iv. The reward 

b. Let us start our journey through the seven churches of Asia by going to Ephesus.

i. Ephesus they believe had a population of 250,000 – 500,000.

ii. There was a church there that had its roots back in Ax. 19.  Even an epistle was written to them.  Here it is now about 30 years later.

iii. The Good

1. V2 – I know your works.

a. Jesus says this of every church.  He knows Franklin’s works.  He is Omnipresent.  He knows everybody’s works at the same time.

b. He starts off by saying that they have done well in fighting against error and false teachers.

i. They were warned about this in Ax. 20:28-31 that wolves would come in.

c. They had tested them as they should (1 Jn. 4:6)

i. Could it be said of us as it was of them “that you cannot bear those who are evil?!”  Christ commended that attitude.  IT was not lax, or wishy-washy, but firm.

2. V6

a. What was this doctrine?  We don’t know, but Christ did not need to explain it, this shows that they were already informed about this doctrine and they hated it.  They stood so firm against it that there is not mention of Nicolaitan teachers there as we see in other churches.

b. So we see the importance to be informed of false doctrines before the false teachers arrive. (Eph. 5:11)

c. Some say, “Oh it could never be a problem here.”

i. When you have that mind you have already taken the first step in the direction of error.  The Devil has won the first battle by giving you over confidence.

ii. Then you think of hiring a preacher that will not preach on the issues, since you already know the truth.

iii. And the devil has won battle number one by over confidence.

iv. Let me ask you a question.  How do you hate something that you don’t know?  They knew and therefore could hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans.

d. Now does it say they hate the Nicolaitans?  No, but their deeds.

i. We too need to make that distinction.  Hate the deeds not the doer, hate the sin and not the sinner.

ii. Hate is a strong word; do not lessen its force.  No coddling, no considering, but hate and reject.

iii. God hates every false doctrine and so should we.  In this the church had done well.

iv. Error is very deceitful as we see many churches given to it.  Sometimes we need the heads up on error so that we have time to prepare arguments to answer it.  We don’t want it to blind-side us.

iv. The bad

1. V4-5

a. Love was still there indicated by their praise, but the “first love” was lacking.

b. Christ is to be first in our lives and we are to love Him with all our being (Lk. 10:27).

c. One thing that has always been true is that the Lord has always been concerned with the heart as much as the truth.

i. In this they had sinned and thus were called upon to repent.  And if they did not, no amount of combating error will save them from hell.

1. Let us take note brethren; let us never forget why we combat error.  Not for prominence, but because we love Christ and wish to keep His commandments (Jn. 14:15).

2. The reason we do it is because we love Him and love each other and want all of us to go to Heaven.

d. Notice He says love is a work.

i. We may have to work at it, if it becomes cold, but do so!

ii. The church had by this time become “second generation” members.  They were probably “raised in the church” but not converted in the heart.  We see many like that in the church today.

iii. God wants your heart people!

1. Where have your affections grown?  For the world or for the WORD (Jn. 1:1)?

2. Some say, “Oh but I am a member of a sound church…” Doesn’t matter if you heart is far from him (Matt. 15:8)

c. Next in our journey of the seven churches we travel 40 miles north to Smyrna

i. This was a faithful church.

1. Some say, “You will never find a church without problems.”  Well here is one right here.  Now some would take their persecution as a problem, but to God it was not a spiritual problem.  They were only commended.

ii. The good.

1. V9-10

a. They were poor and in pain, but in the eyes of Christ they were very rich!

i. They were rich in what really counts.

ii. Now Christ says He knows their problems, but nowhere says He will remove them.

1. Sometimes we feel if Christ loves us why won’t He remove our problems.

a. That is not the way God works (2 Cor. 12:7-10)

b. The Jews who were not

i. A true Jew will not remain a Jew (Rom. 2:28-29)

1. Let that be a slap to those who say that one can remain a Jew and not become a Christian and still be saved.  God called them a synagogue of Satan!

2. A couple of reasons are because many gave into serving Caesar (a man) and not Christ (a God).  They also were informants to the Romans of where Christians would be located.

2. V10-11

a. Do not fear. 

i. No retreat, no surrender.  This is just the beginning.  Hold fast, hold fast. (2 Tim. 1:7)

b. There is safety to come; you will be safe in the arms of Jesus, pardoned from the second death.  If you will not deny me (v10).

d. Again As we travel 30 miles north from Smyrna we come to Pergamos.

i. The good

1. V13

a. Called Satan’s throne, as it was the most pagan city of the 7.  Often it was called “the city of temples.”

b. I often wonder if God would not call the state of affairs the same now?  As they had many temples of false worship, don’t we have that today even in Franklin?  We have the churches of your choice and God’s choice gets left to the wayside.

c. They have upheld the name of Jesus even till the death of some.  In this they had done well in not giving up.

ii. The Bad

1. V14-16

a. “You have there those”

i. Now is it wrong to have a sinner in our assembly?  No, but it is wrong to turn our heads and look the other way.

ii. This church had not practiced discipline.  They had many errorists in their midst. V15
iii. The command again to hate what God hates.

1. Many sweet mouthed preachers are too kind to hate what God hates, that would be unloving they would say!

2. “The child of God who does not hate wickedness does not love righteousness, however strongly he may boast in his love.” (Homer Hailey)

3. Here we see that because they did not hate it they gave into it.  And we are not any different.  Anything we do not hate we will eventually consider.  Mark my words.

b. Doctrine of Balaam

i. It looks to be that some gave into the pagan worship they were surrounded by.

ii. We see the church here was influenced by its worldly surroundings.  Perhaps in their efforts to save the world they became like the world.

1. This is what happened to our liberal brethren not to long ago.  At one time all joined hands in condemning the social gospel, but as they tried to save the world they used the world to bring them in!

2. Perhaps the Pergamos church was trying to say that we are not too different from you!

a. And that is what goes on today too.

c. They were rebuked for lack of church discipline

i. “Repent or else”

1. 1 Cor. 5:6, 13 And we must not be afraid to do the same thing.

2. So while this church confessed Him by mouth they denied Him by deeds and practice.

e. Thyatira our next church, is about 40 miles SE of Pergamos

i. There was much to be said about this church.

ii. The good

1. V19

a. Don’t let anyone tell you that works don’t matter.  Christ said He knows them and appreciates them.  He acknowledges that they have grown in works.

b. Works – Jas. 2:24 – we are justified by them

c. Love – 1 Cor. 13 – without it we are nothing

d. Faith – Heb. 11:6 – without it we cannot please God

e. Patience – Jas. 1:3 – leads to perfection

f. Though despite their growth, if they do not hold fast to the pattern of sound words, it is for naught.

iii. The bad

1. V20-23

a. “This is going on in the church?!?”

i. Not that unbelievable, all that is needed today is one woman with no right to remarry teaching others that she does and going on dates.

ii. Or a preacher that teaches error on MDR; a spiritual Jezebel.

2. V22-23 

a. God gives us time

1. But Time does not equal repentance!

ii. Let us never forget, just because time has passed (we think water under the bridge) not so with God, He remembers till you repent and not before then.

b. His watch care was going to leave. 

i.  She will possibly contact an STD (Rom. 1:27) due to her sexual immorality (Sickbed) and others He will no longer protect from persecution. 

ii. And all will know when this happens that God is in charge here!

1. Remember this was written to 7 churches so others will be able to take note if this happens.  He named Jezebel so that other would be aware of this adulterous woman.

iii. Christ held this against the church because they did not discipline Jezebel.

1. Listen, if Christ was so concerned with these churches in regards to discipline how about us (2 Thess. 3:6)?

3. V24

a. To those who are faithful you will be ok.

i. But be militant, stand for the truth (v25)

ii. These others have given into the depths of Satan, don’t do so.

1. Did you ever realize Satan has depths?  I think you do.  How deep are you?  Do you feel like you are in a pit of sin, practicing the same sin over and over again? 

a. You know that Satan has depths, now it is time to dig your self out, with the help of Christ.  It will be hard but required. 

b. We need to be into the deep things of God (1 Cor. 2:10)

f. [Chapter 3]

g. As we continue to travel…30 miles SE of Thyatira is Sardis.

i. The good

1. There was nothing good to say about this church.  There were a few that walked rightly, but only those individuals could be commended not the church!

ii. The bad

1. V1-3

a. Have a name = reputation

b. How can one be alive and dead at the same time?

i. 1 Tim. 5:6; Lk. 15:32

1. Alive physically, but dead spiritually.

c. The church at Sardis was the church of the “living dead.”  Though they had a reputation that they were alive and well.

i. Listen my friends; size of membership, largeness of the building, and the wit of a preacher does not make a church alive in the eyes of God.

ii. One once said God is not with us since we are so small.

iii. I would rather be alive than to have a name that we are alive but are dead.

d. Be watchful is the command, lest He come like a thief in the night.

i. Interestingly enough this town twice had fallen to secret invasions in the night (549, 218 BC).

ii. Almost a parallel that just as the city fell unawares so too can you.

1. Why is that just when things seem to be going good, that something bad happens?  “Well, that is just life!?”  Or perhaps we became lax and not watchful.

a. Paul told Timothy to be watchful in ALL things (2 Tim. 4:5).

e. They were suffering from “dry rot”, internal deterioration.

i. The limbs were ready to die (not physically but spiritually, they were carnally minded – Rom. 8:6).

f. They needed to repent and remember

i. We need to do that, remember back to the honesty, hope, happiness we had in the simplicity in Christ.  Our former repentant attitude.

1. They needed to humble themselves.  “Remember how…”  How their mindset used to be.

iii. The faithful few were people that were not defiled, were given robes of white.

1. Often this is used as an excuse passage to remain in a church that error is practiced and defended.

2. These people were active in rebuking (that is how they remained undefiled).

3. These people would walk with Christ (in fellowship with him and his doctrine, 2 Jn. 9; 1 Jn 2:6).

4. And took a active stand (since Christ will only confess those who did not deny him, Mk. 8:38; Matt. 10:32-33).

a. Harold Tremble once told my mom that he walked in white where he was (Beaverton, WA - the other elders and preacher were way off on MDR).  Though he was a member there for 10+ years.  No, my friend that is called compromise.  Eventually one must come out from among them and be separate says the Lord (2 Cor. 6:17).

h. Philadelphia is 28 miles SE of Sardis

i. I love this church found here in the city of brotherly love.

1. It often reminds me of the churches that I now associate myself with.  Those kind that on the outside look small with little strength, yet are mighty for God.

ii. There is only good to be mentioned about this church here.

1. V7-12

a. Truly Christ sits on the throne of David, even now, as He has David’s keys.  Keys unlock, and here they unlock the door of fellowship.  And He opens and closes on His terms.

b. God has set this open door here to this church for they were not found lacking.  And when the door is open two can dwell together.

i. Jn. 10:1-9

c. Now He says this church has a little strength.  This is the Greek word, dunamis.  Which can mean power associated with numbers.  

i. 2 Chron 14:11

ii. We see here that even a little church can be all-sufficient.  It can do the work God had planned for it to do. 

1. It does not need the institutions of men to accomplish its divine task.

d. Due to their faithfulness God was going to keep them from the persecution to come.

i. Note, trial to come upon the whole world (evidence for the late date) not just Jerusalem.

ii. But here is a question, “Why would God keep the faithful from persecution in Philly, but not in Smyrna?”

iii. The hidden things belong to God the Bible says.  One thing is for sure is that if it is God’s will He can remove a trial, but if not He won’t.

1. The point:  Have faith no matter what.

2. He would make them pillars in the temple.

a. A pillar is symbolic of a steadfast and immovable object worthy of use to support something (1 Tim. 3:15).

i. They could be depended upon they were faithful.  

ii. Does this describe us?  Are we dependable, faithful?  Or do we always have a falling out, or squabble over opinions of men? Or are we only here when are schedules allow? Are we steadfast?  This church was.

i. 40 miles SE of Philly is Laodicea

i. Once again a church with nothing to commend.

ii. How sad so close to the beginning of the church we see so many in trouble of having their lampstand removed.

1. Let us take note.

iii. The bad

1. V15-19

a. This city was the richest of the 7 and no doubt some of the members of this church were well off financially.  

b. Smyrna was the poor but rich church and Laodicea was the rich but poor church.

c. This town was so rich that in 60 AD when there was a massive earthquake they required no financial help from Rome, but rebuilt it entirely from their own treasury. 

d. Prov. 13:7, that was them.  They think they have it all, and yet are completely worthless in the eyes of God.

i. Friends, God doesn’t care about how nice of a car, house, or plot you have.  That may impress you, your friends, or wife, but such does not impress God.

e. This was possibly like many of our “middle class” complacent churches today.

i. They are merely there, Lukewarm.

ii. They possess material prosperity.

iii. They engage in “projects” that require finances, which are usually fancy expedients.

iv. They develop “teaching programs” that are more formal than productive.

v. They enjoy a comfortable building and a community rep as just another church in town.

vi. They pursue neither sacrifice or effort, but are merely there.

vii. Does this describe us?

f. Why the danger of lukewarm over cold?  It is harder to convert the lukewarm.  They are indifferent.  They have tasted the heavenly gift, and its flavor is lost, but it tastes better than the world to them.

i. This makes God sick!

g. The town was known across Asia for their clothes, and medicine and riches.

i. V18 – Jesus wants them to be spiritually wealthy.

1. Prov. 23:23; Matt. 13:46; 6:20

ii. Eye salve that you may see yourselves as God does.

1. Pray that we see ourselves as God does, because the lukewarm often do not.

h. V19

i. Love and chastening go hand and hand together.

1. If you have a preacher that does not chasten and rebuke you, you have a preacher that does not love you, but rather hates you.

a. If he loves you he will say the hard sayings always for your good spiritually.

2. Jesus wants more than anything to be in fellowship with them.  But behold the door is shut V20 that is why he has to knock.

a. Thank God for such a loving Savior who repeatedly gives us chances and time to repent.

i. If you hear and obey Him (hear and open the door), He will forgive and dwell with you.

III. FINAL ADMONITIONS

a. We didn’t touch these for I thought it would be fitting to do so in the end.

b. The final admonitions to each church are made up of 3 things.

i. He who has an ear to hear

1. 2:7, 11, 17, 29, 3:6, 13, 22

2. Last I checked we all had ears.  But what this is talking about is hearing and obeying, perhaps there is a heart problem that is affecting how you hear.  Let us put away biases and truly hear.

3. Also note that sometimes it is appropriate for us to hear the problems of other churches.  The church at Ephesus heard the problems of Sardis and vice versa.  You heard of 7 today.

4. Some say, “we don’t need to hear what is going on way over there.”  If it is for purposes of gossip then I agree, but if it out of concern as Jesus did here then…he who has an ear to hear let him hear.

a. Even Ax. 11:22 says a local church has ears, let us hear with them and be watchful.

ii. To him who overcomes

1. To come over.  To not be trodden down by the physical and spiritual enemy but to overcome, to persevere.  Only to those comes the reward.

iii. The picture of heaven is drawn.

1. And lastly God gives them great motivation to overcome.  Just as the openings can be combined to form a picture of Christ (as He is among the churches).

2. So to can the endings be combined to form a picture of heaven (that is painted in Rev. 21 and 22).

a. 2:7 – tree of life in the paradise of God.

i. What was lost by sin is regained in Christ.

b. 2:10 – crown of life.

i. Imperishable crown given to the victor.  Victory in Christ

c. 2:17 – hidden manna.

i. Imperishable sustenance, life forevermore.

d. 2:28 – morning star.

i. When the darkness of persecution is over, awake to a heavenly bliss.

e. 3:5 – our name confessed before the Father.

i. Like the roll call at graduation, we passed the test of life.

f. 3:12 – apart of New Jerusalem the home of God.

g. 3:21 – we will sit on the throne with Him.

i. We too shall reign together.

iv. The reward is worth it all.  Look past the material world my friends and all your belongings; the reward above surpasses it all.

Conclusion

I. What a fitting way to begin this book.  To remind His church that whether you live or die due to persecution is not what matters, but rather if you live or die in Christ.

II. He needed to remind them that life eternal is what being a Christian is all about.  And that life is found in Christ.

III. Overcome! Overcome!  Overcome!  The sound goes out loud and clear from Rev. 2 and 3 to us today.

IV. HBRCBF

V. Come now!!

--Steve Monts

11/5/03

