“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation

Part 4

Security in Christ

Introduction

I. Greetings

II. We have talked about the reassurance that Christ gave the persecuted saint in Chapter 1.  We talked about how He has reminded them that spiritual life is only in Him in Chapter 2-3.  And now we will see that He shows them and us that Security is only in Christ in Chapters 4-8:1-5.

III. They would want to know that to be a Christian is truly the right route to take in life.

IV. Security has to do with the idea of safety.

a. Houses have security alarms to make the people that live in that house feel safe.  Some have dogs for security.

b. Security is the idea of being safe.  And here in this next context Safety is demonstrated by being in Christ and on His side.

Discussion


There is Security because…

I. GOD IS IN CHARGE (Ch 4)

a. V1 - “Come up here”

i. The invitation to see what God has in store.  God cares and He wants Christians to see that He is in charge.  When the world seems to be falling apart, remember He is in charge.

b. V2-3 – God is on the throne, not any man or evil emperor, nor the devil, but God.

i. Throne is a symbol of power and rule (Refer to my lesson on the throne of God).

1. It is referenced 46 times in this book (truly this book wants us to know we serve a king who rules all).

c. V3-4 – what is around the throne.

d. V5 – what comes from the throne.

e. V6-11 – the activities before the throne.

f. All of these point that God is completely in charge!  And He invites John (and us) to come and see.  Showing there is security in Christ, because God is in charge.

II. CHRIST IS WORTHY (Ch 5)

a. You suffer and die for this man, who is a God (a message sent to the first century persecuted Christian)!  He was the only one worthy to execute this message for mankind.  Your safe because of who He is.

b. V1 – The revelation is complete (written on front and back).

c. V2 – the strong angel couldn’t do it only Christ was worthy.

i. John weeps because he desires to know that there is victory in Christ, what shall be the outcome of the Roman Empire, or of the Christians?

d. V5-7 – Christ is worthy.

i. There is security because Christ is worthy to inform when no one else could (no angel, elder, living creature).

ii. Lion and Lamb – Christ was both.

1. Lion = strong predator

2. Lamb = innocent and feeble

a. Jesus overcame with the strength of a lion by becoming Satan’s prey (Steven J. Wallace).

iii. Side note – Jesus is not the father else He took the scroll out of his own hand (v7)

e. V8-10

i. The reason He is worthy

f. V11-14

i. Everything that we like and enjoy He is the only one that is worthy of all of it, every bit.

1. You see when you get wealth, it is only because God blessed you.  When He gets it, it is because He deserves it.

ii. He is equal all the worship that the Father gets (v13).

iii. And think He is safe with God now!  Your master is not dead but safe and secure and where He is you too can go!

III. SINNERS ARE JUDGED (Ch 6, 8:1-5)

a. “Come and see” (v1, 3, 5, 7)

i. The privileges granted to know the future to the persecuted Christian.  

ii. Some think that God is revealing the end times, the final days of life on earth.

1. But remember Matt. 24 and 25 state of that day and time no one knows.  There will be no signs of the second coming.

iii. Here will be signs that will represent periods in the future that ultimately lead to the destruction of Rome.

b. 1st seal – Christ (V1-2)

i. The beginning of the spread of the gospel.

c. 2nd – Persecution (V3-4)

i. Where the word of God is spread, the sword of persecution follows.

d. 3rd – Economic persecution (V5-6)

i. Another way in which the devil can persecute.  

ii. The idol worshipers and Caesar worshippers were granted better paying jobs.  While Christians had to take the lowest of low jobs.

iii. The wage was sufficient to feed one man with a days wage.  What would the family man do?

e. 4th – Widespread death to all (V7-8)

i. Further death spread by war, poverty and famine, disease and wild animals.

ii. It would seem that God who controls all is not giving them a rest but killing them without respect just like others.

f. 5th – Martyrs cry out (V9-11)

i. This would create an intense cry from the fallen ones who died for the truth.

ii. God does things in His own time.  Judgment will come finally to Rome when things are complete.

g. 6th – The sinners judged (V12-17)

i. I believe judgment of Rome due to context; some feel this may have reference to final judgment. (In principle I agree, but in this specific context I think it fits better with the avenger avenging).

h. 7th – Begins the 7 trumpets with more details of Rome’s punishment

i. 8:1-5

1. V1 – proof that there is no women in heaven, for there was silence for half an hour (
2. More likely to represent the calm before the storm.

ii. This begins the 7 trumpets.

1. The trumpets parallel the seals but are more specific, the seals are more general as to how things will turn out for Rome.

2. Remember to keep these symbolic scenes within the context of 1:1 – they must shortly take place.

a. Lets try and not read Bin Laden into this, which would not have helped the persecuted saint.

b. Now I will say this though that since Revelation is the living word of God when situations repeat we can expect God to work in similar ways.

iii. V4 – the prayers answered (6:10 – How long?)

1. God has heard their prayers and justice will begin.

i. Remember all this paints a bigger picture that there is security in Christ, if you are not a sinner you will not be destroyed.

IV. SAINTS ARE SAVED (Ch 7)

a. Why the break in chapters?  To answer a question.

b. The answer to 6:17 – a break is taken to answer the very important question.

i. Is there security in Christ?  Lets find out.

c. V1-17

i. V10 - Salvation belongs to our God!  Not the Roman god’s.

ii. V13 - White robes given to martyrs.

1. V16 – they are safe and secure

d. Not Jehovah Witness doctrine taught.

i. They make 144,000 literal, but not the tribes nor anything else.

ii. They say great multitude is on earth, but here they are in heaven.

iii. I don’t believe 2 different groups are spoken about here.  But the saved martyrs.

1. V4 john hears a number

a. Number is a symbol not a exact

2. V9 he sees a numberless multitude

V. APPLICATION TO US

a. Yes indeed, it would not be preserved if it didn’t have applications for us too.

b. We too need to know that we are secure because God is in control

c. We too need to know that we are secure because Jesus is worthy

d. We too need to know that we are secure because sinners will be judged

e. We too need to know that we are secure because saints will be saved.

Conclusion

I. This has so much application to us today.  It is not just for the persecuted saint but for us too.  Which one of these main points are not true for us today?

II. Why not come to Christ today where there is peace and safety and security for your soul?

III. HBRCBF

IV. Come now!!

--Steve Monts
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