“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation

Part 5

The Preaching of the Message of Christ

Introduction

I. Greetings

II. We have talked about the reassurance that Christ gave the persecuted saint in Chapter 1.  We talked about how He has reminded them that spiritual life is only in Him in Chapter 2-3.  And last week we saw how that Safety and Security is only in Christ in Chapters 4-8:1-5.

III. This week we will see how Christ’s main theme is to preach His message.

IV. If you look at the 3 main symbols employed here in 8-11 you will come away with a better understanding of what Christ is saying, and if you start to get lost in the details remind yourself of the theme of this section.

a. Trumpets: Sound the warning

b. Little Book: The Message of Christ

c. The Two Witnesses: Preach the Message of Christ

d. Every one of these symbols carries the meaning of getting the word out.  All the while He is informing them of things “shortly to take place”, He is employing these symbols to let the reader know that you have got to be busy and preach!

V. You see Roman persecution would try and force Christians to keep quiet about Jesus, about sin and judgment (this will bear out and you will see it).

VI. So thus there was need to remind them and us that we have got to ring out the message of the Gospel!

Discussion

I. THE SEVEN TRUMPETS (Ch 8-9)

a. Understanding of the Bible Trumpet

i. These were used to serve as partial judgment and warnings of greater judgment to come.

ii. Num. 10:1-10; Amos 3:6; Hos. 5:8; Ezek 33:3; 1 Cor. 14:8; Joel. 2:1,2

iii. Sound the alarm loud and clear; don’t shy away (remember we already discussed security in Christ)!

b. 1st  - a third of the land destroyed (8:7)

i. Hail and fire used to depict judgment (Ps. 78:47-49; Ex. 9:23)

ii. Tree = ruler (Dan. 4:20-22; Judg. 9:7-16)

iii. Grass = commoner (Isa. 40:6-8)

c. 2nd - a third of the sea destroyed (8:8-9)

i. Possibly to picture the downward spiral of an economy and society

ii. Mountain = symbol of power (Isa. 2:2; Jer. 51:24-25)

iii. Sea became blood = people (all effected by this downward spiral; Ex. 7:14-21)

d. 3rd - a third of the land waters destroyed (8:10-11)

i. Star = ruler (Isa. 14:12; Num. 24:17)

ii. Wormwood = bitter root (Deut. 29:18; Jer. 9:15; 23:15)

iii. Death from water = calamity, sorrow, bitterness of life to people

e. 4th - a third of the sky destroyed (8:12-13)

i. Sky was struck so that it was dark both night and day = judgment (Joel. 2:10, 11; Amos. 5:8, 10; Jer. 4:23; the 9th plague of Egypt)

ii. Eagle = swift destruction and defeat (Matt. 24:28; Hos. 8:1; Hab. 1:8)

f. The first 4 trumpets portray nature afflicted the next 2 depict mankind afflicted.

i. Rome’s fall has been accredited to 3 areas:

1. Natural disaster

2. Internal decay

3. Invasions

g. In the next two trumpets some say they depict the spiritual decay of Rome others say a physical fray against Rome.  I believe both are right.  These are disasters that come directly against man.

h. 5th – men tormented but not killed (9:1-12)

i. Star fallen = Satan or the angel in 20:1, 2

ii. Bottomless pit = shaft of the abyss = current place of demons (Lk. 8:31)

iii. Remember locusts are not literal but symbolic.  A literal locust goes for the green, but these here depict spiritual forces at work against the Non-Christian.

iv. 5 months = a period of time not full or complete (half of 10 the number for completeness). More destruction to still come.

v. The descriptions given of the locusts lead me to believe that they are symbolic of both wars and plagues that harm the Romans but not completely destroy them.

1. The people don’t completely die

2. Notice the use of the word “like” for every description = not literal!

a. Battle horses = fierce warriors, difficult opponents

b. Crowns of gold = champions

c. Faces of men = human aspect

d. Woman’s hair = beauty and elegance (of the irony, battle, opponent, etc??? we cannot know.)

e. Lion’s teeth = fierce

f. Breastplates of iron = protected

g. Wings = quick

h. Scorpion tails = painful

vi. More woes still to come.  This was only a torment (V5-6)

i. 6th - a third of the men destroyed (9:13-21)

i. 4 angels held at Euphrates = God’s forces held at their border till the time was right.

1. Euphrates = invasion by a military force.  The Assyrians, Babylonians, Medes and Persians all came across the Euphrates to attack. 

2. Prepared for hour, day, month, and year = In His time.

3. 200 million soldiers = if literal the marching force would be 1 mile wide and 85 miles long.  

a. Shows that the premillennium theory of the battle at Mt. Megiddo (Armageddon) is false, the valley is not big enough to hold a force like that.

ii. Fire, brimstone, smoke = picture of hell = judgment = by plagues (V18)

iii. Only 1/3 killed = destruction not total

iv. Power in mouth = internal forces

v. Power in their tails = external forces

vi. This society was given time to repent by God = they did not repent (V20, 21)

vii. Worshiped idols = bad relationship with God 

viii. Murders, sorceries, sexual sins, thefts = bad relationship with man.

1. A society will crumble in time with out a standard of truth.

j. There is an interlude between 6 and 7 just like there was last week.  God uses these interludes to encourage the saints about his main thrust of the text here.  Preach the word, this is what He is trying to get across.

k. 7th – Victory in Jesus (11:14-19)

i. While the Roman Empire gets dealt the beatdown, we are the winners!  Victory in Jesus!

ii. The kingdoms belong to God = Dan. 7:15-18, 27
iii. Temple of God in heaven = He keeps His covenant the saint will be safe!

iv. Lightings, etc. = place of all power

l. Summary of Judgments

i. Hail and fire, sea of blood, sky darkened, locusts, plagues.

ii. Many of the same judgments that came against Egypt.

iii. An empire that oppresses the people of God will not stand!!
m. Remember the use of a trumpet!  Warn, Warn, Warn people of the message of Christ (Col. 1:28)

II. THE LITTLE BOOK (Ch 10)
a. Feet on sea and land = a message for all the earth

b. V8 – take the book

i. Don’t leave it, you need it.  The message saves. Rom. 1:16-17

c. V9 – eat the book

i. Familiarize and internalize in order to teach

1. Ezek. 2:8-3:4; Jer. 15:16

ii. Sweet and sour

1. Job 23:12; Ps. 19:10; 119:103

2. The cost can be very painful (frustration, persecution, oppression).

a. And we are told to preach both.  Some churches will not preach the bitter only the sweet!  You can’t survive on a diet of cotton candy!

d. V11 – prophesy/teach

i. This is your duty and ours today.

ii. Our trials are minor to theirs we have got to be busy teaching!  Be militant!  Say it like it is!

III. THE TWO WITNESSES (Ch 11)

a. Now comes a very difficult passage.  And if it were lifted out of context no one would have a clue.  But with taking into account all that we have emphasized we can have a better idea.

b. V1-6

i. Remind your self this is not literal but symbolic picture.

1. Early daters use this to prove it was talking about Jerusalem and the downfall of the temple.

2. But if the temple is literal then so too are the witnesses, the measuring rod, 42 months, etc.

a. Besides how could John measure the temple in Jerusalem while he was on Patmos?

ii. Measuring = protection given to saints, the line of safety = Zech. 2:1-5

iii. Temple = church (1 Cor. 3:9, 16; 1 Pet. 2:5; Eph. 2:21-23)

iv. The court outside the temple = those who appear to be faithful but are not (Matt. 22:12; Lk. 6:46)

v. Holy city = heavenly Jerusalem the church (Heb. 12:22-23; Gal. 4:26)

vi. 42 months = not full, but a broken or short period of time.

1. There are 3 numbers that mean the same thing.

a. 42 months – 11;2; 13:5

b. 1260 days – 11:3; 12:6

c. times (1), times (2) and half a time (½) = 3½ yrs – Dan. 7:25; Rev. 12:14

vii. Two witnesses = a validated and true message = by the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be confirmed (Deut. 17:6; 19:15; 1 Tim. 5:19)

viii. They wear sackcloth = lament the world’s rejection of God’s word.

ix. Olive trees and lampstands = lamp gives light and oil feeds the lamp = God’s word gives us life and light (matt. 4:4)

x. Fire from mouth = preaching that condemns and speaks of hell, judgment. (Rom. 1:16-17; Jn. 12:48; Ax. 24:25)

xi. Power to stop rain, etc = miracles used to confirm the word (Mk. 16:20) 

c. V7-10

i. Dan. 7 – the fourth beast = Roman Empire.  A proper understanding of that text will aid us.

ii. Finish their testimony = word reached the entire known world in 30 yrs! (Col. 1:6, 23)

iii. The beast = Roman Empire will persecute the preachers and people of God.

iv. Dead bodies in the street = no respect given, great disdain for their message.

v. The great city = Rome (14:8; 16:19; 17:18)

1. Spiritually called Sodom, Egypt and Jerusalem (where Jesus was killed)

a. Sodom = immorality practiced

b. Egypt = oppressive nature

c. Jerusalem = Rejection and kill the messenger of God type attitude (Matt. 23:37-38)

2. All these are figurative descriptions to describe Rome.

vi. The wicked throw a party!  They no longer have to hear a message that tormented their consciences.  They can participate in their evil with joy.

vii. Except what happens?  They say, “What?  Oh no?  We can’t stamp this people out?” A sign of their destruction (Phil. 1:28).  “We have destroyed every kingdom, but this one eludes us, the more we persecute the stronger they become!”

d. V11-13

i. Great fear befalls them as they cannot stop God (Ax. 5:39)

ii. Great calamity befalls them.

1. 1/10th = judgment not yet full but the 7,000 represent that God killed those who He intended to.

IV. APPLICATION TO US

a. Ring out the message! Ring it out!

b. Doesn’t matter the trial or persecution preach it loud and clear.  God will reward you one day.

c. Trumpets: Sound the warning

d. Little Book: eat it and internalize it in order to teach

e. Two Witnesses: be active, don’t be a wise fool.

f. Allow me to step on your toes for a minute.

i. Why is it that it is always the same people that help in door knocking?

1. “Well I have a job and am busy”

a. But so are the people that help.  As well as myself.  I spend all my time studying.  I have 2 sermons and 5 bible classes a week if I am lucky.

b. I don’t hand out flyers because I am a preacher, but because I am a Christian.  And I always get fired up when I go in to the world.

2. “Well I’m too busy”

a. Perhaps maybe then you are TOO busy.

i. Will that be your excuse to the Lord come judgment day?

3. “Well there are certain areas in Franklin that are too dangerous.”

a. Listen the worst place in Franklin is about 100 times less dangerous than Rome, yet God still told them to preach the message!

b. He told them to preach the very message that would end their life on earth!

i. Because if they quit the gospel would die.  But God teaches us that He would rather have people die than the gospel.  It is worth more than a life.  In fact many lives have died for it, how come yours is of more value than previous martyrs?

ii. Lord willing, I plan to go to every door in Franklin will you go with me?

c. I understand that your body may place physical limitations upon you getting out (ie. Pregnant women).  But I believe that there are some that don’t have physical limitations like that.

i. My mom at 57 still gets out in the dangerous community of Tacoma to spread the word.

ii. I hope this next meeting in March will have more help in door knocking, let this sting stay in you.  You can do it in your own neighborhood, just do it!  God expects you too.

1. And remember that everyone is busy, everyone has jobs as they ought, but everyone should make time to preach the message.

2. If not may the Lord have mercy on your soul.

Conclusion

I. If you are not in Christ why not come to Him now?  Do you see how important you are to Him? That He would allow faithful people to suffer in order to teach you the truth.

II. Because the value of just one soul is worth more than the whole world.

III. HBRCBF

IV. Come now!!

--Steve Monts

11/19/03

