“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation

Part 6

The Church’s Conflict for Christ

Introduction

I. Greetings

II. We have talked about the reassurance that Christ gave the persecuted saint in Chapter 1.  We talked about how He has reminded them that spiritual life is only in Him in Chapter 2-3.  We have also seen how that Safety and Security is only in Christ in Chapters 4-8:1-5.  And last week we saw how God illustrated to his people to be busy preaching the message of Christ in Chapters 8-11.

III. This week we well see that understandably that message will bring about a conflict a war if you will.  And God has his army and so too does the Devil (Ch. 12-14)

a. And this conflict will wage thick against the church.  But the picture at the end once again goes back to the theme, “Victory in Jesus.”

IV. Now we too need to keep in mind that these symbols and visions do not necessarily represent chronological order of events. 

V. In the chapters to come from here on out something interesting will occur.

VI. In Chapters 1-11 we have seen conflict portrayed from earth’s perspective.  Rome vs. the Christians, the war on earth.

VII. In Chapters 12-22 we will see that this conflict has a heavenly perspective.  The Devil vs. Christ, the war in heaven.  So these chapters give a “behind the scene’s look” if you will.  They retell the doom to the Roman Empire in greater detail, but just with the sky pulled back.  Rome is really the Devil’s right and left hand trying to destroy God’s people!

VIII. Now we understand this concept (heavenly perspective).  We have seen it before in the Bible.  Two Examples.

a. Job

i. He was a good man, with a good family.  He all of a sudden one day lost them all (except his wife) and then he lost his health.

1. Well, Why?  That was his question and the Lord never answered it for him.  He rebuked him then blessed him again.  But Job never knew why all the suffering took place.

2. Well God though tells us why.  He showed us a “behind the scenes” look.

a. Job. 1:6-12; 2:1-9

b. King Ahab

i. Ahab was a wicked man who did many wicked things.  He was the worst king at his time the Bible says.

ii. He calls in Micaiah to ask if the Lord wills that he go to battle.  Micaiah tells him that the Lord will grant him the victory.  Ahab knows something is up since Micaiah never tells him what he wants to hear.

iii. So Micaiah tells us why God told him to say that.

1. 1 Kg. 22:19-23

2. God sent him a strong delusion that he should believe the lie (2 Thess. 2:11)

IX. So here we see twice God revealing the actual reason on why ill befell Job, and Ahab was persuaded to go battle.

a. In Revelation we see now the actual reason for this Roman Empire to attack the Christians.  This is God allowing the Devil to test His saints!

i. That is why God says over and over again, have patience and overcome!

ii. Know that the days are numbered for this kingdom (Roman) and all those that remain faithful till death shall be victors!

Discussion

I. THE DRAGON (CH 12)

a. His unsuccessful attack on Christ (V1-6)

i. Woman = the faithful people of God.

1. These are the ones that follow the lamb wherever He goes.

ii. She is clothed in sun, moon, stars = images of illumination symbolizing purity.

1. V4 - In contrast to the Dragon who cast down stars, he casts down elements of light = unclean.
iii. A lot is said about this woman by interpreters.  I think we need to keep the symbol simple.  She would represent God’s faithful remnant, of any dispensation.
1. Stars, Moon, Sunlight = 3 different dispensations
2. Also Micah chapter 4 paints a picture of the new kingdom to come from the old.  Like a woman in labor pains.  And the child shall be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).
iv. The dragon (this is Satan v9)
1. Fiery red = the color of blood.  He was a murder from the beginning (Jn. 8:44; Gen. 4)
2. Seven heads = perfect cunningness, intelligence, worldly wisdom
3. 10 horns = lots of power, complete
4. Seven diadems = royal headdress of monarchs = expressing rule (Jn. 12:31; Matt. 12:24)
5. He wanted to devour the Child as soon as He was born.
a. Now here is an example of what we are talking about.  We know that the story on earth was Herod trying to find and kill the baby Jesus (Matt. 2:16).  But here is the “behind the scenes look” Herod was just the way or person the Devil was going to use to accomplish this, though he failed.
v. The Child
1. The life of Jesus rolled up into one verse.
a. A male child he was
b. To rule all nations = “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (1 Tim. 6:15)
i. Rod of Iron = further identifies Jesus (19:15; Ps. 2:9)
c. Caught up to God and His throne = the death of Christ was no victory for Satan but rather God  (Ax. 1:11; 2:30).
vi. The faithful remnant flees in to the wilderness 1260 days
1. For a time (same time as persecution 11:3)
2. God’s people shall not be stamped out.  He has always had a remnant.
3. Running to the wilderness = Moses, Elijah, Israel had all run there.  It is symbolic of a place where God protects and disciplines. 
a. To be fed – Israel (Quail and Manna), Elijah (Angel brings food).
b. To be taught – Israel (to learn to obey), Elijah (to learn God is in control).
vii. The devil was not successful in destroying the Child.  There is little doubt that this scene was Gen 3:15 personified.
b. His unsuccessful attack on heaven (V7-12)

i. Probably symbolic like the rest of Revelation.

ii. Michael = archangel has fought against Satan before (Jude 9)

iii. We here learn of the dragon’s descriptions.

1. Serpent = cunningness

2. Devil = Slanderer, false accuser

3. Satan = Adversary

4. Deceiver = lie teller (1 Jn. 5:19; 2 Pet. 2:4)

iv. Did the Devil win this battle in heaven?  No!

1. V10 – the Victory is God’s!

a. Salvation = his saving plan, Strength = power, kingdom, Jesus, all have been used in the saving of God’s people (This is God’s grace)

2. V11 – man’s 3 part formula to victory (This is man’s faith)

a. Blood of the lamb = baptized (Rom. 6:3-4)

b. Testimony = they were not ashamed of his word (Rom. 1:16; Rev. 9-11)

c. Not loving life = (Jn. 12:25; Rev. 2:10, 13) Focus is not on death but life.  If life is given to God then issue of death is taken care of.  They would never sacrifice the truth for their life.  With Great commitment comes great confidence!  Do you have that?

v. So the devil loses this battle too what is next? V12
1. The devil now focuses his battle towards the saints that are alive on the earth, his days are numbered.  The Roman Empire would have an end.

c. His unsuccessful attack on the church (V13-17)

i. The woman is the faithful remnant of God’s people also V17 includes her offspring (Those also added by the message of Christ).

ii. She is persecuted 

1. Jn. 15:20

iii. V14 - Here is V6 again (same time period given)

1. Eagle wings – God giving her protection in the wilderness (Ex. 19:4) There will be a remnant protected, though many many will die.  .

iv. The devil uses a flood = pounding punishment (Jer. 47:1-7; Isa. 8:5-8; Ps. 18:4-6, 16-19)

1. The earth would help the woman some = from time to time Rome did turn its attention away from Christians to other nations and issues, but always reverted back to Christian persecution till Constantine. 

v. The devil in his anger will continue his persecution against the Christians (obedient and confessors = keep God’s commands and the testimony of Christ)

d. With all his unsuccessfulness he doesn’t give up!

i. He will employ his allies to do his work.

II. THE DRAGON’S ALLIES (CH13)

a. Who are they? V1, 11.  As the devil stands his two allies mentioned here rise up and will persecute the Christians.

b. Now to understand his allies better and also see how it points towards Rome it would be helpful to see the prophesies of Daniel some 600 years before Revelation.

c. The Sea Beast

i. Daniel chapter 2 is a chapter that is familiar to many of us.

1. Dan. 2:1-3; 29-44

ii. Daniel once again has a vision that gives more detail about the previous vision.  The 4 kingdoms are once again spoken of, but this time as beasts.

1. Dan. 7:1-7; 15-19; 23-27

iii. Rev. 13:1-2 – This beast is the Roman empire even Daniel proves it so.  It was the empire in power at the time of Christ.

1. A combination of the 4 kingdoms since it was more powerful than them all.

a. Leopard = with the speed of Greece

b. Bear = the crushing force of Persia

c. Lion = the intelligent regal rule of Babylon

d. From Daniel we learn it was a beast of iron = Strong army and weaponry that none can break.  The Roman empire was a massive force than none could match at that time.

e. Power, throne, and authority = shows it was a kingdom/government on earth.

f. Notice it is going to do exactly what Daniel said it would do; persecute the saints.

iv. Healed wound = even when it looked like it could be defeated it was not.  Thus people succumbed to its rule.  For “Who is able to make war with him?”

v. He blasphemed and persecuted for 42 months.

vi. All societies submitted to Rome V7
vii. All must worship him V8
viii. V9-10 listen up Rome cannot last!  Those that live by sword must die by the sword.  In this is the patience of the saints (endurance, keep on keeping on).

d. The Land Beast (V11-18)

i. V11-13

ii. Daniel did not incorporate this part into his vision.

iii. Remember God even said, “Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts.” (Dan. 7:1)  He never intended to tell everything that would be left to later Revelation.

iv. The land beast is the Roman Religion; Emperor worship (V12).

v. The land beast will also be called the “false prophet” (16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

1. 2 horns like a lamb = had a religious appearance (wolves in sheep’s clothing, Matt. 7:15)

2. spoke like a dragon = he was an agent of Satan.  (Jn. 8:44 – a liar)

3. Exercised authority = backed by political power. (i.e. Rome)

4. Forced people to worship the sea beast.  Caesar worship.

5. Can deceive many by his false signs (Ax. 8 – Simon the Socrcer could fool people with his trickery, likewise the sorcerers and false teachers of Rome).

a. 2 Thess. 2:9-12; Mk. 13:22-23; Matt. 24:24

vi. V14 image made for the first beast = many temples still exist today where images of Caesar were worshiped.

1. If they refused they were killed. 

vii. V16 Mark given to all that worship 

1. Forehead = outward confessors

2. Right hand = carefully consealers

a. You don’t have to openly do evil, the devil is content if you do it in secret.

b. Christians have God’s mark only on foreheads = all must be open confessors of the faith.

viii. V17 Only those with the mark can buy and sell

1. Economic hardship to come upon non-Caesar-worshipers.

a. Rev. 6:6 – black horse.

ix. V18 Mark of the beast.  So much said about it.

1. This number must be understood in light of other symbolic numbers.

a. 7 is the number of perfection (7 Spirits, churches, etc.)

b. 6 would be the number that falls short of perfection.  It is the number of man since man has “fallen short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23)

c. By repeating the number six 3 times emphasizes the failure.  Failure upon failure, upon failure.  This is the number of both beast and man that worships the beast.

e. These opponents seem very powerful and intimidating.  Who is on the Lord’s side?

III. THE LAMB AND HIS ARMY (CH 14)

a. V1-5

b. Now this has been characteristic of the whole book.  Scenes shift from oppression to victory and back again.  

i. For example the Ch 2-3 the judgment against the churches followed up the throne scene

1. Then Ch 6 with the seals of hurt followed up by the saved victorious.

2. Ch 11 with the percution of the witnesses followed up by the saved victorious.

3. and now here again with ch 12 –13 followed by 14.

ii. It has been said that it is like a Panoramic view.  That gives you the complete picture and also eventually puts you back at the beginning again.  Though I do believe each rotation has a sub theme.  

c. Chapter 13:18 has those belonging to the devil and 14:1 those belonging to God.  The battle line is set!

d. 144,000 with the Lamb

i. The Lamb = Christ (Jn. 1:29)

ii. 144,000 represent all of God’s saved on the earth.  At this time it was the martyrs (see ch. 7).  This is not a literal number but symbolic of God’s complete (10x10x10) covenant (12x12) people.

e. The descriptions of God’s people

i. Names of foreheads = ownership (they belong to the Lamb), open confessors.  Do people know you are a Christian?

ii. Voice of many waters and loud thunder = majesty and volume

iii. Sound of Harpists = melody

iv. Sang = Joyous songs!

v. No one can learn that song except the 144,000 = The only people that can sing spiritual songs of victory are Christians!  No other way, no other plan, no other savior.  Only Christians can sing of true victory.  

1. Jn. 14:6; Rom. 12:1-2

vi. Virgins = they were chaste and pure (2 Cor. 11:2), does that characterize you?  Would others consider you pure?  More importantly would God?

vii. Follow the Lamb = obedient (Jn. 7:17)

viii. First fruits = among the first Christians (Jas. 1:18; Rom. 16:5)

ix. No deceit/falsehood in their mouth = they were honest in every dealing of life.  Is that you?  Do you try and slant stories, etc?

x. These people were holy and without blemish (Eph. 5:27) unlike the lying wonders in ch 13:13.

xi. Two armies of opposing view yet the army of evil looks very similar to the lamb (13:11).

1. Many today will be apart of religious groups (denominations) that they think do a lot for God, and boy their preacher can preach! Yet it is the voice of a dragon (devil).  If they live and worship God not accordingly, they are giving false signs to the community!  They DO NOT follow the lamb wherever He goes, but they try and drag the lamb wherever they want to go!  And that is exactly why worship has transformed today!  They express praise towards God the way they want to and not the way God demands.

f. V6-13

i. 3 angels appear here in this scene.  They too are in the army of God and carry out His bidding

ii. The first (V6-7)

1. carries the everlasting gospel = it is taught to the whole world, Col. 1:23; Matt. 24:14.

2. Notice the battle ground here.  Contrast 13:7.  This is a battle for the souls of man.  Men may appear victorious on the Beast’s side but in reality victory belongs to the Lamb.

iii. The second (V8)

1. Babylon (Rome), the great city has been judged and has fallen (1 Pet. 5:13, Isa. 21:9; Jer. 51:7-8).

2. Doom spoken in past tense (Isa. 46:10; Rev. 4:17).

iv. The third (V9-13)

1. Not just the empire is judged but all those that went along with its idolatrous worship.

a. Those that did not worship the Emperor would be killed (13:15) but those that did will have a delayed judgment awaiting.

b. The principle of “one drink leads to another” is also true spiritually.  They drank of the Roman wine (sins v8) now they will drink of God’s wine (wrath v10)

i. In those days they deluded wine with water.  A drink usually made up of 1/8th wine.

ii. But God’s wrath is not so, it comes at full strength!

1. Here is the picture

a. Fire, brimstone, a smoking torment, forever and ever, no rest ever!

b. This is why we warn so sharply, we don’t kid around, God’s judgment is coming full strength!  There will be no letting up in torment  (Matt. 10:28; 22:13; 25:41-46; Mk. 9:42-50)!

c. But on the other hand is the reward of the saints who endure.

i. Patience = endurance (Lk. 21:9; Rom. 5:3; Mk. 10:29-30)

ii. Die in the Lord = not forgotten though their bodies are tossed in a ditch.  God knows and remembers their life of service (1 Cor. 15:20-23; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Rev. 6:9-11).

iii. Rest = relax (2 Thess. 1:7; 1 Cor. 16:18)

iv. What labors follow you?  Only attending services?  What have you done that will follow you?

g. V14-20

i. The gathering of the righteous and the wicked.

ii. Christ is first shown.  He has on His head a golden crown.

1. Crown = stephanus = wreath or garland given to victor in public games.

a. Where the name “Stephen” comes from ( which means crowned victory.

2. Gather the harvest for the time is right = I believe this would be the righteous since the next reaping is clearly the wicked.  And they are not gathered and kept but smashed.

iii. Sickle and gathering of vines are pictures of judgment used throughout the Bible.

1. Isa. 63:1-6; Lam. 1:15; Joel 3:13; Jer. 51:33

2. They had rejected the gospel that came to them (V6) now their time is up and the wrath of God has come.  What great wrath indeed.   How dare they reject one that is their very creator!

3. The amount of blood is recorded to remind us that it is the majority that will be destroyed (Matt. 7:13).

4. 1600 furlongs

a. 4x4x10x10 = 1600, the number 4 means earth (7:1), 10 = complete, fullness. 

b. Judgment will be complete on earth, none shall escape it, none shall slip through the cracks.

IV. LESSONS LEARNED

a. The power of the Dragon

i. Who he is:

1. Serpent (crafty)

2. Devil (accuser, slanderer)

3. Satan (Adversary)

4. Deceiver

5. Fighter = he is not a quitter.  He does not give up, ever.  He fights like everyday is his last, for his time is short.  Do you resist him daily (Matt. 6:34)?

b. The advocates of the Devil

i. Though he lives in the spiritual realm, he can take forces in the physical realm to accomplish his purpose and to afflict us.

ii. The devil will not just try and steal your mind, but your happiness and joy in Christ.  He will utilize the physical realm to cause you spiritual plight.

1. He did it to Christ

2. To The apostles

3. The early Christians

4. And also to you (though his means may not be a whip or a axe, it may be by false doctrine, or desensitizing you to the lusts of the world).

iii. He has a short time since the physical shall give way to eternity.

c. Are you on the Lord’s side?

i. Can a clearer picture be painted of a wonderful life we have ahead.  If we worship God now we will worship Him later forever.

ii. The others will be tormented forever and ever.  There is a great day coming when the field shall be harvested, shall you find your self in the stalk of the Lord or the in the winepress of wrath?  It all depends on whose side you are on now.

Conclusion

I. The great conflict rages where will you place your allegiance?  That was the call in Revelation and it is the same today.

II. Which master will you serve (Matt. 6:24)?

III. As we have been saying all through this: Victory is in Jesus.

IV. Will you not come into Him and die in Him and live forevermore?  The choice is yours.

V. HBRCBF

VI. Come now!!

--Steve Monts

11/29/03



















