“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation

Part 7

Vindication by Christ

I. Greetings

II. We have talked about the reassurance that Christ gave the persecuted saint in Chapter 1.  We talked about how He has reminded them that spiritual life is only in Him in Chapter 2-3.  We have also seen how that Safety and Security is only in Christ in Chapters 4-8:1-5.  God expects His people to be busy preaching the message of Christ in Chapters 8-11.  We noted last week that message would bring about a conflict, as the Devil will fight (Ch. 12-14). 

III. Now this week we will see the church vindicated by God’s destruction of Rome (Ch. 15-19).  The battle line was set last time, and a prelude to the destruction given (the winepress).  Now you will see it come about.  Rome has been given the death sentence by God and it will be carried out.

IV. This is an important section for the 1st century Christian.  For this was written in 95 AD and Rome in its imperial power did not end till about 476 AD.  So they will prosper for many years to come.  And often when the wicked prosper and we suffer we often wonder how just is our God (that thought is in our song “Farther Along”)? Vindication has nothing to do with revenge but justice.  That Righteousness is rewarded and wickedness is punished.  Else what would the advantage be to be righteous if the wicked share the same outcome?  The Christian under the constant heavy hand of Rome may wonder this.

V. God is going to show that He will punish Rome and all those that followed her not just by destroying the empire but also by giving the wicked eternal punishment.

VI. Now we too need to keep in mind that these symbols and visions do not necessarily represent chronological order of events.

VII. Rev. 15-16 is the wide-angle view of Rome’s Destruction

VIII. Rev. 17-19 is the zoomed in version, the same destruction but now under a microscope.  

a. The wide-angle poses the angels throwing the destruction from the heavens

b. The zoomed in view will show more detail of Rome’s destruction

Discussion

I. VINDICATION OF THE CHURCH

a. Since the section is longer it may be harder to see its theme unless we point it out at the outset.

b. What is vindication?

i. To liberate; to set free; to deliver. (Webster 1998)
To avenge; to punish; as, a war to vindicate or punish infidelity.  (Webster 1998)

1. To make right the wrongs.  

c. Now to show that this is the theme of this section.

i. 16:5-7

ii. 18:20

iii. 19:2
d. God will right the wrongs.  Here is what He will do with Rome.

II. THE 7 BOWLS (COMPLETE JUDGMENT ON ROME CH. 15-16)

a. Note with me.

i. 15:1; 16:7

1. “last, complete, it is done!”

b. Now lets put some things together.

i. The 7 seals – revealed

ii. The 7 trumpets – warned

iii. The 7 bowls – execute

1. When a society turns its ears from the trumpet call it forfeits its right to continue.  Such would be the case of the Roman Empire.

c. Ch 15

i. V1 – Signs = Over and over again the inspired writer is telling us to not make a literal interpretation, but to realize that these are symbols.

1. Now we too need to keep in mind that these symbols and visions do not necessarily represent chronological order of events

2. 7 last plagues = reminds us of the plagues upon Egypt, oppressors of God’s people.

ii. V2 – Hey I thought they died?  They did.  And they won the victory!  They had overcome the Roman persecution.  

1. What is your victory over?  You may be a success in man’s eyes, or the local communities eyes.  But if you don’t overcome the devil, you are a big loser.

iii. V3-4 – the song of Moses = Sung when Israel was saved and Egypt destroyed (Ex. 15).

1. Over and over again Egypt and Babylon keep being brought up.  They were oppressors of God’s people; they were in common with Rome.

2. Now the bowls have not been thrown yet.  But it is as good as done.  

3. What do you think of a sports team that sings the victors song before the game is over?

a. Christians have that right.  As long as we do our part, the battle is over.  We are the winners.  We know the outcome.

b. 1 Cor. 15:57

iv. V5-8

1. The angels come from the temple/tabernacle.

a. Meaning these judgments are coming from God.  He is the source.

2. V7 - bowls are full to the brim with the wrath of God.  God’s complete anger, cups of fury.

3. V8 – temple filled with smoke, no one can enter.

a. 2 Chron. 5:14; Jer. 15:1; Lam 3:44

b. No one can come in to change God’s mind.  Mercy has ended, the time to repent expired.

d. Ch 16

i. You will see great similarity between the bowls and the trumpets.  For the trumpets warned but the bowls execute.

ii. 4 – afflict nature

iii. 2 – afflict people

iv. 1 - unique

v. First Bowl (V2)  - Trumpet (8:7)

1. Upon the earth, only affected the Romans.  Just as God only afflicted the Egyptians.

2. Notice the intensity increase.  8:7

a. Trumpet was only 1/3 of earth.

vi. Second Bowl (V3) – (8:8-9)

1. Sea became blood. (Ex. 7:19)

2. This time all dies not 1/3

3. Picture a dead man in the pool of his own blood.

vii. Third Bowl (V4-7) - (8:10-11)

1. Land waters also afflicted

2. V6 – Justice

a. One who rejects the message deserves punishment when mercy is over.

b. Also blood for blood. (Gen 9:5)

c. Don’t tell me the death penalty is immoral.  That makes God immoral.

i. This is true and righteous (v7)

viii. Fourth Bowl (V8-9) – (8:12-13)

1. This time sun completely affected.  The heat turned up!

2. Imagine a world sore with boils without good drinking water and a blazing hot sun.

a. That is the picture, natural disaster that will effect the Roman Empire greatly.  The warnings have passed, their number is up.

ix. Fifth Bowl (V10-11) – (9:1-12)

1. Eventually the pleasure of sin turns to pain

2. Darkness over the throne = blindness of leaders, the loss of knowledge and direction to guide the empire well.  Poor decisions made that affect the empire.

3. Did this change them?  NO

a. V11 – no repentance

b. V9 – no repentance

i. The ship is sinking and God is showing us that it was the right time.  No one is repenting.  Like Sodom and Gomorrah.

x. Sixth Bowl (V12-16) - (9:13-21)

1. The Euphrates is completely taken away now.  Symbolizing that God is now allowing all to invade Rome without difficulty.

a. He removes the obstacles of Rome’s enemies.

2. V13-14 – False signs given to rally the empire (2 Thess. 2:9; 1 Tim. 4:1).

a. Ex. 8:6-7  - The magicians were able to fool Pharaoh with a false miracle.

b. So God’s punishments are not leading them to repentance but hardening them further like Pharaoh or Egypt.


c. Leading them to continue to fight against God.  Thus Mt. Megiddo/Armageddon.

i. Lets say some things about this.  Notice it is not a future battle but a battle symbolic of Rome’s continued rebellion against God.  And God will meet their force.

ii. So why is it called Armageddon/Mt. Megiddo, what is that symbolic significance?

1. Mt. Megiddo (Josh. 17:11; Judg. 1:27; 5:19; 2 Chron. 35:22; Zech. 12:11)

2. Battles fought there or near its valley:

a. Deborah and Barak against Syria (Judg. 4:5)

b. Gideon against Midian (Judg. 7)

c. Saul and Jonathan slain (1 Sam. 31)

d. Ahaziah slain by Jehu (2 kg. 9:22)

e. Josiah defeated Necho (2 Kg. 23:29-ff)

iii. So it is symbolically used to describe a great decisive spiritual battle between Satan and God.

iv. A place of battle between good and evil (We will see this battle in the zoomed in perspective in Chapter 19).

v. But next onto the 7th bowl

xi. Seventh Bowl (V17-21) – (11:15-19)

1. Did you notice no interlude here to discuss a sub point, like the seals and trumpets?  There was always a break to discuss a sub point between numbers 6 and 7.  Not here. Why?

2. This is the point of this section.  Rome’s destruction. Vindication!

3.  V17 – poured on the air since that is also the devil’s realm – Eph. 2:2
a. All elements are attacked with these bowls (Since it is the Devil’s world - Jn. 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4).

b. It is done! – Like an atomic bomb, Rome is gone.

4. V18 – thunders and lightings and earthquakes – signs of great judgment, their world is falling apart.

5. V19 – the empire divides and crumbles.

a. This is what God said would happen – Dan. 2:41-42
i. Note: Ezek. 5:2-ff; Matt. 12:25

b. The whole anti-Christian empire had been dissolved by the “cup of the wine of the fierceness of God’s wrath.”

6. Every island is gone (John was imprisoned on an island.  No more persecution for saints).

7. Mountains gone (hiding places of the wicked 6:15-16).

8. Hail stones of 100 lbs.  Pound the remains to dust.  Even after it is gone, no one repented.

e. So now we will witness the crumbling first hand (so to speak) as if under a microscope (ch 17:1).

i. The angel there had all the 7 bowls.  This is what happened, to the empire in the zoomed in view.

ii. First the writer will introduce us to the harlot – Rome’s immoral and lustful side.

III. THE HARLOT

a. Who is this harlot?

i. V1, 5, 15, 18 – she is the Roman empire.
ii. Cities and nations have been referred to Harlots in times past to emphasis their immorality and lust for worldly things.

1. Nineveh (Nahum 3:4-7)

2. Jerusalem (Jer. 2:20)

3. Israel (Hosea)

iii. So for a recap:

1. Beast (sea) – emphasized Political and Brute force

2. False Prophet (land beast) – False Religion and Doctrines

3. Harlot – immorality, perverse lifestyle, lust

4. All 3 can fight against the church today and must be withstood.

iv. We will notice this harlot sits on the land beast; she is one with the political power of Rome.

b. Ch 17

i. V2 – She has caused many to participate in her immorality.

ii. V3 – She is sits upon the Roman authority.  It keeps her.

iii. V4 – All go after her wealth.  Any who deems material possessions, as a primary importance would be enticed.  What do we often spend our free time on?

1. Note: same description given to the great city 18:16.

iv. V5 – In the times of Daniel, Babylon was the world power.  Now in John’s time it is Rome.  Babylon was code for Rome.

v. V6 – He was shell shocked.

1. She was dressed so gloriously yet so ugly.

vi. V7-8 – Men marvel when they see human kingdoms rise and fall.

1. “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out”

a. World empires that have come and gone (20:7; Matt. 4:8-10)

vii. V9-11

1. 7 mountains

a. Yes, Rome has 7 hills, but staying with symbolism, as one should with this book, complete power is meant (Ps. 30:7; Jer. 51:25).

2. Kings can represent kingdoms

a. Dan 7:17, 23

b. Roman empire is one of several kingdoms employed by the devil upon God’s people.  And it like the others will fall.

viii. V12-13, 16-17

1. These are the puppet kings that pay tribute to Rome.  They use her to gain advantage for themselves.

a. One Hour = only a short time.

2. Deep down they hate Rome but will use her and eventually suck her dry by different means and methods.  

3. This inward corruption will lead to a downfall.  This is what Daniel was talking about in regards to the feet partly of clay and partly of iron (Dan. 2:41-42).

ix. V14 – they will fight the Roman’s battles but none the less God wins in the end as well as those that stayed the course.  

IV. QUICK OVERVIEW OF ROME’S DESTRUCTION (ZOOMED IN VIEW)

a. We have seen:

i. The Dragon (Devil; Ch 12)

ii. The Beasts (Sea and Land; Ch 13)

iii. The Harlot (Ch 17)

b. Now we will see their destruction in reverse order

i. The Harlot (Ch 18, 19)

ii. The Beasts (Sea and Land; Ch 19)

iii. The Dragon (Devil, Ch 20 – In Ultimate Victory section)

V. THE DESTRUCTION OF ROME

a. The Harlot (ch 18 – 19:10)

i. V1-7 – The sentence

1. V1 – Angel; earth illuminated with his glory.  Given knowledge and understanding.

2. V2 – Here is his message.  Babylon is fallen.  Rome is fallen.

a. Those that aligned themselves with her are trapped too (prison, cage).

3. V3 – When governments ally themselves in immoral practices for gain, watch out!

4. V4 – Those of God’s people that compromised exhorted to repent or share in Rome’s punishment (2:14, 15; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; Num 16).  Separate from her immorality, materialism and doctrine.

5. V5 – sin reached to heaven, just like Sodom and Gomorrah and we know what happened to them.

6. V6 – You always reap more than you sow!  Gal. 6:7-9

7. V7 – For her prideful ways.  Both Babylon and Rome thought they were invincible and God cut them down (Isa. 47:7-11; Prov 16:13).

ii. V8-24 – Here come the judgments

1. V8 – natural disaster guided by God.  In one day = very quickly.

2. V9-10 – Puppet kings mourn

a. They weep for they fall with her and it is out of their control, as her power goes so too does theirs.

b. One hour = brevity and suddenness.  An hour is a long time for a child, yet a mere blink for history.

3. V11-16 – land merchants

a. This happened to Tyre too (Ezek. 26-28).

b. V12 – merchandise of all sort plummets.

i. Gold, stones - money

ii. Linen, silk - clothing

iii. Wood, ivory, marble – building 

iv. Incense, oil - fragrances

v. Wine, wheat - food

vi. Cattle, slaves - workers

1. Every industry hit hard.  In our words, “Great Depression” or “Stock Market Crash.”

2. As the nation goes so to the stock market (For example 9/11 really effected the market which effected Jobs and then also the economy, and so on.).

4. V17-19 – sea merchants

a. When no one buys cargo the shipping industry is hurt too.  Rome had a huge shipping industry.  The empire by the sea.

i. Could not be Jerusalem since that was 40 miles away from the coast.

5. Notice how all of these shed tears when their materials lost their value.

a. Worldly people lament when they lose the love of this life.  Wealth is the most desired good when people are worshiping the god of the world.  

i. Rich Young Ruler sad at the thought of having to give up riches (Matt. 19:22).

b. Also notice that they did not lament over Rome per se but how it affected their trade.  This is how they used Rome.  An Inward collapse.

6. V20-24

a. Rejoice, God is vindicating His Church!

b. V21 – With Violence they will be destroyed.  External conflicts affected them too.

i. They shall not return to power just as a millstone cannot float back to the top of the water and resurface.

c. V22-23 – You will be able to hear a pin drop since she will be gone from the present and only known in the annals of history.

i. She will be a silent city; the empire will be as a silent as a tomb.

iii. 19:1-10 – Saints Rejoice!

1. V1-6

a. Incompliance with 18:20 they do rejoice.  

b. V1, 3, 4, 6  - Alleluia.  An Expression of great joy and praise to God.

c. V3 – not just a temporal judgment but also all those that were involved with the evil of Rome their punishment is just beginning, and it will never end.

i. See those that suffer in life (for the Cause) eventually have rest.  Not so for the ungodly of Rome.

d. V6 – omnipotent – all-powerful.  No one is a match for Him.

2. V7-10

a. Now here we get a peek of what is to come.  Jesus being united with His saints forever.  While the Harlot gets punished forever, we get to be with Christ forever.  That is the parallel the Holy Spirit is making.

b. This involves the marriage supper where the bride and the bridegroom are united in marriage.  This marriage feast has not yet come.  It will come in the day of judgment later shown in 21:3-4.

c. Background on eastern marriage customs

i. A betrothal was a public announcement of plans to marry.  More binding than our engagement today.  More sacred and lasting thus that is why they were called husband and wife before actual marriage (Joseph and Mary for example in Matt. 1:18-20).

ii. The marriage supper was a supper prepared by the groom the wedding ceremony would commence from taking the bride from the father’s house to the groom’s house.  Then all would enjoy the supper.  The groom gives dowry to brides father.  Then the marriage is complete.

d. Now in parallel fashion; Christ and the Church

i. The church is BETROTHED to Christ currently (2 Cor. 11:2).

ii. Church is considered Christ’s wife but is only betrothed (Eph. 5:22-27).

iii. Dowry was given (Christ’s life – Eph. 5:25; Ax. 20:28).

iv. The consummation is yet to happen when the Lord takes His bride (Rev. 19:7-9).

v. The marriage feast is yet to happen (Rev. 19:9; 21:2-3).

vi. She must be righteous and pure at His appearing (19:8; Eph. 5:27).

e. Further explanation of v7-10

i. V8 – her apparel is pure, not gaudy and worldly like the Harlot.  She must be without spot or blemish (Eph. 5:27)

ii. Saints must be prepared, clothed with Christ to meet Christ (Matt. 22:1-14; Gal. 3:26-27).

iii. V10 – angel worship is not allowed.  Only God is worthy of worship (Matt. 4:10).

1. Christ is God since He received worship (Jn. 9:35-38).

2. Catholicism worship of saints and Mary, and angels is condemned. 

b. The Beast and the False Prophet (Ch 19:11-21)

i. Now on to the destruction of these two that represent Rome as well.  

ii. Remember this is not a historical order but a symbolic thrashing of the empire as a whole.  All of its attributes (political, religion, economical) obliterated. 

iii. Now remember Satan has gathered his forces 16:14-16.  So too has Christ.

iv. V11-16 – Christ (same attributes as 1:13-17)

1. The true embodiment of a warrior.  In this politically correct society we don’t like to think of the little baby in the manger like this, nor His followers.  But it is a fact of life.  He came to bring the sword, not peace (Matt 10:34; Lk 12:51).

a. In this life we battle in the next we rest.  Don’t ever forget, if you rest now and are taken captive by the devil, then in the next you will never rest, no never!

2. V12-many crowns = Satan’s seized power, not ultimately His since Jesus has all authority (Matt. 28:18).

3. Armies in heaven – Jesus said He could have called 10 legions of angels (Matt. 27:53).  Christians are often referred to as soldiers (Phil. 3:20; 2 Tim. 2:3; Philemon 2).

4. Sword from mouth – no longer redemptions sweet song.  But the message of death, the word of judgment has come upon the Roman Empire.

5. He treads the winepress.  He is judge, jury and executioner (Isa. 63:3)!

6. Not an actual war, but a symbol of divine judgment as if a war directed in heaven.

v. V17-21

1. V17 - In contrast to the beautiful marriage feast this one is going to be a slaughter.  As if the carcasses will be left on the ground for animals to eat.

2. V18 – Kings (kings), captains (military leaders), all people (all wicked both small and great).  All will meet the judgment of Christ.

3. V19 – What great anticipation, what a coming battle!?! What follows is the description of the Battle of Armageddon (16:16)

4. V20, 21 – over before you can say “Go.”  Beast captured, false prophet captured and all that follow them slain.

a. No long drawn out struggle.  No 7 years of tribulation.  It is over.  Done.  Christ didn’t even break a sweat.  

b. Rome is gone. 

Conclusion

I. Though Rome is gone the devil is still alive today actively opposing God’s will.  This will be seen next week as we draw this study to a close.  The Devil does not get away; he will pay for all of his deeds in the final judgment, God shows us this at the close of Revelation.

II. Folks, it doesn’t matter what nation you are apart of, it can offer you NO protection from the wrath of God.  Only Christ’s kingdom can offer you walls of safety.  Why not enter the gates of salvation tonight.

III. You see, one great day there will be 2 feasts so to speak.  One great and happy one, the marriage feast where the saved are brought to heaven, and another where the worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched and both feasts will start on the same day.

IV. Which feast will you partake in if the judgment comes tonight?

V. HBRCBF

VI. Come Now!!

--Steve Monts

12/14/03

