“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation

Part 8

Ultimate Victory by Christ

Introduction

I. Greetings

II. We have talked about the reassurance that Christ gave the persecuted saint in Chapter 1.  We talked about how He has reminded them that spiritual life is only in Him in Chapter 2-3.  We have also seen how that Safety and Security is only in Christ in Chapters 4-8:1-5.  God expects His people to be busy preaching the message of Christ in Chapters 8-11.  We noted that message would bring about a conflict, as the Devil will fight (Ch. 12-14). Further we have seen that the church is to be vindicated by God’s destruction of Rome (Ch. 15-19).  

III. Now in this final part (Ch. 20-22) we see that the Ultimate Victory is granted to the saints as they go on to live eternally in heavenly bliss, where as the devil and his workers burn eternally.

IV. We have seen that victory has been granted to the saints as the Roman Empire will be brought to naught, and the Christian nation will remain.

a. As the harlot, beast, and the false prophet all met their doom in the lake of fire.

b. But what of the devil, the man behind the plan?  Does he get off Scott-free?  No he does not.  Now in order for God to convey this to the Christian He must now zoom ahead into the future to show that there is an ultimate reward for the righteous (and how beautiful that is) and there is an ultimate punishment for all the wicked (including the devil).

V. Notice God’s intent of this section.

a. 20:6, 10, 15; 21:7-8, 27; 22:14, 15

b. Notice the contrast.  Eternal good for the Good, eternal bad for the bad.

VI. Now let us start into this study.

Discussion

I. PUNISHMENT OF THE DRAGON/DEVIL

a. Admittedly this is one of the hardest chapters to understand in the entire Bible and certainly in Revelation.  Much error has arisen from this chapter alone.  Usually from what the passage doesn’t say than what it does.  

b. We must remember 2 things.

i. The point of this chapter is to show the ultimate demise of the devil in V10.  And God will not deceive the Christian.  Just because Rome is gone does not mean the devil too perished.  No he still walks about like a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5:8).  Still very active today.

ii. What ever is stated here cannot contradict clear teachings in other scriptures.

1. It cannot contradict teaching that:

a. The kingdom is already set up (Rev. 1:9; Matt. 16:18-19; Col. 1:13, 14).

b. When Christ Ascended into heaven (Ax. 2:30-36).

c. When He comes again it is the end not the beginning (1 Cor. 15:23-26).

d. Only one bodily resurrection (Ax. 24:15; 1 Thess. 4).

i. Premillennialists embellish this text with many assumptions.  For example this text does not mention: 

1. The second coming of Christ

2. A bodily resurrection

3. A reign “on earth”

4. Literal throne of David

5. Jerusalem or Palestine

6. “Us” who lived and reigned

7. Christ on earth.

a. None of those things are listed here in Rev 20 and to combine some of those teachings with this passage is to create contradictions too many to number.

c. Any interpretation of this chapter

i. Must be relevant for the recipients of the book of Revelation

ii. Must agree with all other visions found in the book

iii. Must not contradict other clear and plain biblical passages

d. Now on to Ch 20
i. V1-3

1. Main emphasis here is Satan being bound and not the 1000 years.  The source of Rome is punished.

a. Bottomless pit = abyss, not Hades.

b. Key = authority

c. Chain = limited, like a prisoner (V7)

i. This does not mean that he could not operate at all.

2. The kind of limit is stated in V3.  Not allowed to have another national power to use to persecute the Christians (both physically and spiritually).

3. The 1000 = a complete period determined by God (Ps. 50:10).  A long time (10x10x10).

ii. V4-6

1. God pulls back the curtain to show that those that died will be with Christ while the Devil is bound.

2. V4 – notice it is “they” not “us”

a. These were those who sacrificed their lives for the truth (6:9)

b. This is not the rapture!  These were those that went through the tribulation of John’s day (1:9).  They were beheaded (slain for God’s will).

3. V5 – “The rest of the dead” is in contrast to the victorious scene of the saints.  They don’t get to reign with Christ since they did not serve Christ.

a. Some may ask, “Well, what does this mean that they live again after the 1000 years?”  Remember this is not literal, but conveyed in signs in symbols.  

i. This here is not a bodily resurrection that will happen at the end of time (1 Thess. 4; 1 Cor. 15).

ii. But a symbol to show that those who were faithful till death reigned with Christ during the period when the Devil was bound, and when that bond comes to an end the “rest of the dead” shall be resurrected in the sense that the wicked lives of persecutors will once again be revived to help Satan (figuratively speaking).

iii. V7-10

1. V7 – now that is about as much as I know to tell you.

a. Is he released yet or still bound?  I don’t know.

b. Whether the 1000 years (long completed time determined by God) is over and Satan is released I just don’t know.

i. If he is loose then his attack on God’s people is a spiritual one (deception by false doctrine).

ii. If his deceiving of the nations is to be for physical persecution in Roman-like-fashion, then the devil is still bound.  For no world power has attacked the Christians with as much force as the Romans did.

c. I think John 21:22-23 helps in all of this.

i. Just because Peter didn’t understand all the ins and outs of John’s outcome did not change the fact that Peter still had to live his life faithful.

ii. And likewise though we may not understand all the ins and outs of the Devil’s 1000 year binding does not change the fact that we need to live our life faithful.  “What is that to you”

2. V8 – He deceives the nations worldwide.  

a. Gog and Magog are revealed in Ezek 38, 39 as a figure of a nation to come upon the holy people from all directions (N, S, E, W).

b. Possibly symbolic of a period of intense wickedness that prevails again over the land (Multitudes vs. Minority).

c. Possibly like the days of Noah (Lk. 17:26-27; 2 Pet. 3:4-6).

3. V9 – Appearance of an army ready to invade.

a. But they meet a fiery end just like Rome, and just like Gog and Magog.

4. V10 – The being in Gen 3 is finally eternally punished with his allies of Rome (19:20).  This is what God was trying to show the first century Christian.

iv. Now God shows us all the future destiny of all.  Who receives the ultimate crown?  Not the devil and not his servants.

1. V11-15

a. This is both very fitting and within context.

b. Earth and heaven fled away = elements destroyed (2 Pet. 3:10-13).

c. Books were opened = each judged according to how they followed their dispensational law.

i. Lk. 10:20; Phil. 4:3; 2 Cor. 5:10; Jn. 12:48; 5:22; Rev. 13:8; 21:27

d. Judged according to their works.  Do you think works are important?

e. V13 – sea, land, Hades = all realms

i. Sea = possibly those that died in the flood

ii. Death claims the body and Hades claims the spirit.

iii. Jn 5:28-29

f. V14 – Hades destroyed since it has no more use

i. Death destroyed = 1 Cor. 15:26

g. V15 – Those not found in the book.

i. Can you imagine anyone wanting hell?  Yet the majority will go there (Matt. 7:13-14).

II. REWARD FOR THE RIGHTEOUS

a. Now we turn to the ultimate victory for the righteous!

i. This section encourages not only the first Christians, but also all of every generation.

b. Fellowship with God

i. V1-3

1. New Heaven/Earth = a new dwelling place.  “New” in the Greek is not in reference to time, but in quality, order.

a. The earth will not be renovated but it is destroyed (20:11).

2. No more sea (1:9), that which separates.

3. Holy city/New Jerusalem = The new holy nation and dwelling place of man (Heb. 12:23; 1 Pet. 1:3-5).

a. Coming down = has nothing to do with direction (falling) but connection.  It is from God!

b. Like a bride goes from one place to her new home!  Prepared for her husband!  The marriage supper commences (19:7-10).

i. What better way to paint fellowship than by a union of husband and wife?

4. V3 – Well God paints it again by saying, “the tabernacle of God is with men and he will dwell with them.”

a. What was had in the garden but lost is now regained.  Living with God!

ii. V4 – wipe away = same word used for the OT law and sin (Co. 2:14; Ax. 3:19)

1. 1st century Christian was very familiar with all four: death, sorrow, crying and pain.

a. God’s going to take it all away.  Do you see the context now of such a statement?  If God could do that for the most oppressed of all time why can’t he do the same for you and me?

iii. V5-8

1. Great victory for the righteous in contrast to the horrible damnation of the wicked.

c. Protection by God

i. V9-11

1. A bride can be a city just like a lamb can be a lion.  Multiple descriptions to describe a thing.

ii. V12

1. What is the purpose of a great high wall (Put yourself in the 1st century reader’s mind)?  Protection.

2. 12 angles at the gates.  Protection.  Just as an angel guarded the tree of life lest man eat of it and remain in his sinful state forever.

a. 12 = number of religion.  12 gates religious/covenant entrance.

3. Children of Israel’s names on the gates = people of OT dispensation shall be there.

a. V14 – foundation on 12 apostles = people of NT dispensation shall be there. (Eph. 2:20)

iii. V15-17 

1. 12x10x10 = 1200 = the city is large enough for all of God’s people

2. 12x12 = sufficient protection for God’s people

a. Note if this were a physical city on earth its height would be in outer space!

b. Point is that this is a huge city with incredible protection and no city (Rome) can compare.

iv. V18-21

1. Picture of unimaginable wealth

a. These were the most precious stones at this time.

2. Gate of pearl

a. To find in life is to find heaven’s entrance (Matt. 13:45-46).

v. V22-27

1. No temple = no representation of God, but God Himself.

2. No night, no shutting of gates = no enemy to attack or guard against.  Perfect safety (1 Thess. 5:5-8).

3. And what do the wicked share in this beauty?  Not one thing. All that is contrast to holiness is outside (1 Pet. 1:16).

a. Side point.  This shows that this is not a picture of the church on earth since sin can enter.  Look at 7 churches in Asia.  Plus this scene occurs after the judgment in Ch 20.

d. Provision by God

i. 22:1-5

1. A close relationship with the Garden of Eden in Genesis.  River and tree of life.

2. God provides for all needs.  Both food and water are needs of physical life.  Thus the spiritual parallel as water comes from the throne.

3. In Gen 3:22 all are banned, here all are welcome (that were faithful).

4. No curse (Gen. 3:14, 16-19).

5. They shall see His face (1 Jn. 3:2).

e. These symbols show heaven is a place of fellowship, protection and provision.  Everything men have searched for in the flesh, God has promised to the faithful.  Hope of better things anchors the soul.  Among the greatest lessons to be learned from a study of Revelation is that success is not measured by material things.  What the eye can see and the hand can hold in this world does not gauge prosperity (Matt. 16:26) R.H.

III. ENDING EXHORTATION

a. V6-11

i. V6 - These words = lessons in Revelation.

1. Very similar verse to 1:1

ii. Shortly take place

1. The conflict developed in the book.  You have seen the outcome of Rome, remain faithful (2:10).

iii. John surprisingly worships the angel again.  A reminder to only worship God.  No Caesar or anyone else.

iv. Do not seal = to seal is to lock its understanding (10:4; 1:11).

v. At hand = the start of this book has began and will continue.  

vi. Still = eti = yet more

1. God never encourages evil but acknowledges the fact that one remaining in sin will become worse (2 Tim. 3:13 in contrast to 2 Pet. 3:18).

b. V12-17

i. Coming quickly = in the immediate judgment of Rome (i.e. same language as judgment on Jerusalem Matt. 24; Mk. 13), but also for the reward of the faithful.  Can also be understood in the sense of urgency for all to obey Christ.

ii. V14 – right = authority to take and enter

1. In contrast once again to the ultimate losers, the wicked.

iii. Bride say come, those who hear say come = The obedient appeal for all to come.

c. V18-19

i. Do not remove Revelation or distort it.

1. We must approach this book in all reverence and soberness.

ii. Principle to all scripture = Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6; Gal. 1:8-9

d. V20-21

i. Let it be so!

Conclusion

I. By inspiration John brings both Revelation and the Bible to a close, like a book with a happy ending.

a. Well that depends doesn’t it?  

b. Happy for the righteous, sad for the unrepentant for they see their doom.

c. What shall the end be for you?

II. HBRCBF

III. Come now!

--Steve Monts
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