“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation

Part 9

Introduction

I. Greetings

II. Much has been learned in the past months.  Many deep things of God.  Some perhaps already forgotten, but with just a quick stir it will be brought back to full memory for a more lasting effect.

III. As a preacher of God’s will I must in the most effective way possible communicate God’s will to you and use techniques to make it stick.

a. Illustrations

b. PowerPoint

c. Handouts

d. Printouts of outlines

e. Copies of the sermon

f. One thing is for sure the best way to commit something to memory is to reiterate.  That is my job.

IV. I hope thorough this rehashing it will help you remember the main theme, the sub themes, the main symbols and the purpose of this book.

a. I will go slow so that you can write.  I suggest you take notes in your bible.  That you will always have with you and a little visual que in the margin can go a long way.

Discussion

I. MAIN THEME

a. Victory in Jesus is the main theme.  In every chapter there is at least one verse that conveys that theme.  

b. I suggest you mark this by a “V” or a “*” next to the passage

c. Rev. 1:6; 2:26-27; 3:21; 4:10-11; 5:11-12; 6:10; 7:10; 8:3; 9:4; 10:6; 11:15; 12:11; 13:9-10; 14:13; 15:2; 16:5; 17:14; 18:20; 19:1-6; 20:4; 21:3; 22:5

II. SUB THEME (THE STORY OF REVELATION)

a. Now as we can see the main theme of this book is well established.  I want to now help you establish the sub themes.  The story of Revelation.  That is what this study did; we saw that God did have a message to communicate to them and us.

b. What I have done is taken a verse (or two max) from each chapter that takes you along the journey through Revelation.  So in that sense if you are wishing to have a deeper understanding of what is going on in this book, these may be considered the most important passages of each chapter.

c. I suggest you underline these in your Bible.

d. Reassurance – Rev. 1:1
e. Life in Christ – Rev. 2:7; 3:21
f. Security In Christ – Rev. 4:1, 2; 5:5; 6:17; 7:13-14
g. Preaching the Message – Rev. 8:12-13; 9:20; 10:11; 11:7
h. Conflict for Christ – Rev. 12:17; 13:4, 7; 14:10-11
i. Vindication by Christ – Rev. 15:1; 16:5, 6; 17:1; 18:20; 19:20
j. Ultimate Victory by Christ – Rev. 20:10; 21:7-8; 22:14 

III. SYMBOLS OF REVELATION

a. Now obviously we cannot go over every symbol in Revelation, to do so is to study the book all over again.  But what I want to do is give you a chart in which you can write these down. 

b. Most Bibles like mine have a section where you can write.  Perhaps space is available before or after the book.

c. Characters

i. Lamb = Christ

ii. Woman in the Wilderness = faithful remnant of God’s people protected

iii. Two Witnesses = Preaching of the confirmed will of God.

iv. Dragon = Devil

v. Sea Beast = Political Roman power

vi. Land Beast/False Prophet = Roman False Worship

vii. Harlot = Materialism and Immorality of Rome

d. Symbols

i. Seals = Revelation of God’s judgment upon Rome

ii. Trumpets = Warning of God’s judgment

iii. Bowls = Execution of God’s judgment

iv. Babylon = Rome

v. Egypt = Rome

vi. Throne = Reign

vii. New Heaven, Earth, Jerusalem = New dwelling place = Heaven

e. Numbers

i. 4 = number for earth (corners, winds, N, S, E, W)

ii. 6 = number for failure, fall short, defeat (666 = complete defeat)

iii. 7 = number of perfection and completeness

iv. 10 = number of completeness and totality

v. 12 = number of religion, God’s covenants, OT, NT saints.

vi. 1000 years = (10x10x10) = complete determined time period

vii. 144,000 = (12x12x10x10x10) = God’s complete covenant people (specific context to the martyrs)

viii. 3 1/2 yrs, 42 months, 1260 days = half of 7 (the number for perfect).  A broken period of time determined by God.  Half, incomplete.

IV. THE END

a. I would like to end the way I began.  

b. I had told you a story of persecution, putting you in the mind of one back then, knowing it would help you see the advantage of a book both then and today.

c. Having completed this study I want to do the same. Now you can see with more clarity how the persecuted saint would need this book.

d. You are living in 184 AD, Commodus is the Caesar at that time.  

i. The coliseum has been a place where many would gather to watch the execution of Christians.  You have been sentenced along with your family.

ii. You are led into the midst of the coliseum by the guards.  

iii. The sight is unreal. 

1. Many have gathered to see your death; they yell, they scream, they chant.  The air is filled with the smell of death.  The vilest of people have come to watch, the most “civilized” look upon you with smiles, all despise you and your way of religion.  Your religion is exclusive.

2. Death is on your mind.  Will it hurt?  Will it be quick?  What about my family?

3. About that time the leader in his seat motions to the crowd to be quiet.  

a. In a few moments after people hush.  He says, “You have been sentenced to death.  You may be spared if you deny Christ and bow the knee to Caesar.”

iv. No one in your family moves.

1. You know what you must do.  You have studied and read Revelation.

a. Christ cares for you, life is in Him, security is with Him, you were told of this conflict, for which He will vindicate you in time, and the ultimate victory is yours!

v. The man motions to the soldiers by different gates.  The crowd erupts like thunder.  Two lions emerge.  They circle you and your family as if they have done this many times before.

1. The one on the right charges, and while your attention is changed the other behind attacks.  It happens before you know it, like lighting, your mom, dad, and siblings have been torn asunder by the hungry lions.  You cannot bear to look.

2. While the lions eat the flesh of your family.  The leader motions again to the crowd and implores you to bow the knee to Caesar’s image and be spared. 

a. To which you reply, “Now I begin to be a disciple.  I care for nothing, of visible or invisible things, so that I may but win Christ.  Let fire and the cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let breaking of bones and tearing of limbs, let the grinding of the whole body, and all the malice of the devil, come upon me; be it so, only may I win Christ Jesus!” (Ignatius)

3. The leader sits.  The lions finish.  You shout, “I am the wheat of Christ:  I am going to be ground with the teeth of wild beasts, that I may be found pure bread.” (Ignatius).  The lion pounces and crushes your neck.  The lights go out.

a. But where you are going there is no need of light.  For the Lord God gives them light.  The Lamb is its light.  The bright and Morning Star shines on an eternal day.

e. Do you see the difference in how the story of Revelation has impacted you with how you felt from the first story?  With what you know now, I know there is less doubt in the faithful to meet death.  For Victory is truly in Jesus.

i. The quotes I read to you came from Ignatius; one who died at the jaws of wild beasts.

Conclusion

I. This study has been good for me.  I pray it has been good for you.

II. If you are not in Christ though you may live long on the earth, your days are numbered.  One way or another we all die.  But the choice to live is up to you.

a. You see if you are only born once in this life, you will die twice.  But if you are born twice in this life, you will die only once. (Martin Luther)

i. “Unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God” (Jn. 3:5)

b. HBRCBF

III. If you are in need of prayers to confess public sin so that it can be stated to all that you have changed.  Why not take advantage of this format now.

IV. Then together we can sing about that old old story how a savior came from glory and we repented of our sins and gained the victory!

V. Come now!!

--Steve Monts
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