“VICTORY IN JESUS”

A Study in Revelation

Part 2

Reassurance

Introduction

I. Greetings

II. We continue our study this week in Revelation and we will be examining the first chapter. Looking at the signs and symbols and statements that would have reassured the persecuted saint.

a. And of course, if it will reassure the persecuted saint, then what of us today?  It will accomplish the same.

III. You ever see a child become scared and upset at something and the mother say in comforting voice, “everything is going to be ok” – Or maybe you have been worried about something and you know things will work out, but you need to hear those words from your spouse “everything is going to be ok.”

a. John the Baptist when he was in prison even sent messengers to Jesus for reassurance 

i. Matt. 11

1. He was a great man (v11) but even great men need reassurance.

IV. Now in the first, second and third century when the persecution raged the Christians needed to be reassured about some things. 

a. And it is interesting that as we look at the first chapter of this book there are many things that will jump out at us as items that would reassure them that “everything is going to be ok.”

b. These Christians were isolated, lonely, shunned, unloved, and threatened, beaten, and killed.

c. And they needed more than anything to hear from their King that the end victory will be theirs.

i. You know it is a lot easier to fight a battle that you know the outcome of.

1. If you could look in the future to any war and know whether you would win or lose would that not be a huge factor in deciding if you will go to war?

a. Absolutely.

V. So what would a persecuted church need to know?

a. Am I alone?  Is this just happening to me or the region or this time period, or to the avg. Christian?

b. Does Jesus even care?

VI. He takes care of these questions right off the bat in Revelation.  Come let us study together.

Discussion

I. AM I ALONE?

a. When one is sick sometimes they wonder why others are well.  When one is down and out sometimes they wonder why others prosper.  

b. But when it came to persecution the Holy Spirit thought it right to reveal to other persecuted saints that they were not alone in their suffering.  And that even great people in the church were suffering too.

c. V9 – If we listen close enough we can almost hear John cry out, “I feel your pain…”

i. Notice he does not address them as John the apostle, or the elder as he has done in times past.  No, now is the need for a different address.

1. “Your brother and companion in the tribulation…”

2. As we stated last week the tribulation is not speaking of some future event to come but it was going on and John was living in it.  He could sympathize with the others.

a. John 16:33; Ax. 14:22 – tribulations would come and even the great would share in them.

ii. He was on Patmos

1. The island measured 10miles by 5 miles and was 24 miles from shore.

2. He was in exile.  Now that is not to say that he was like Gilligan’s Island, stranded there and living in the jungle.

3. Patmos was the Roman Alkatraz.  He was a prisoner there and the prisoners were compelled to work the mines of the island.

a. Now if history be true, he would have been doing this work with his skin scarred and marred having been boiled in oil.

b. Yes he truly was a companion in the tribulation.

iii. He was there for the word of the Lord

1. He was just like them, suffering for the cause of Christ.  Be not afraid fellow brethren you are not alone he is saying!

d. Well then does Jesus care?

II. DOES JESUS CARE?

a. Yes, he most certainly does, and he shows that he does in this first chapter in 3 main ways.

b. He communicates, He reminds, and He reveals

c. He communicates

i. V1

1. Now he did not have to communicate, but He chose too.  He chose to tell of the persecution to come and the end result of the enemy.

2. V19

ii. V3 the one who reads and hears and keeps what is stated will be blessed!

1. He chose to give a message that would bless them, help them to overcome the conflict.

a. That doesn’t mean that they will live.

b. Even Jesus said, “I have overcome the world.” But he still died.  He overcame it by not giving into it.

i. And one could die but overcome by remaining faithful unto death.

2. We too can benefit from this.  We are a blessed person when we read, hear, and keep God’s word.

a. It is salvation’s source Rom. 1:16-17
iii. Now keep in mind thorough this study that God said it would benefit them there during that time.  

1. So how would knowing about Stalin, Hitler, the fall of communism, the war in Iraq bless the Christian persecuted by Rome?  It would not.  So refrain from pointing these symbols to thousands of years in the future.

d. He Reminds

i. V4 shows us that this message was going to be sent to the 7 churches that were in Asia (Western Turkey today).

ii. Now he begins this message by sending a reminder.  The things he first mentions here are in other epistles that would have been preached for many years by now (at least 30-40). 

1. God knows our framework and how we are made, and we need reminders.

a. “Oh I’ve heard that preached a 1,000 times!”  Ok here comes 1,001.  We need reminders!  The Holy Spirit here says so.  This reminder would help the saint to endure to the end.

iii. So what does he remind them of?

1. V5-8

2. He is a faithful witness 

a. The message that he brought from the father was true.  He was accurate about everything he said!  It was the truth.

b. Jn. 12:48-50

i. From time to time we need to be reminded what Christ said was true and it will last forever!

3. He was the firstborn from the dead.

a. Yes, Lazarus, the widow’s son, Dorcas were all raised from the dead, but they died again.

b. Christ is the first to be raised NEVER to die again.  He conquered death!

i. V18; Matt 28, Mark 16, Lk 24, Jn 21, 1 Cor. 15:20

ii. They needed to be reminded of this.

4. He is ruler over all

a. You see Domitian and Nero, and Commodus, etc.  They rule a kingdom on earth, I rule the universe.  

b. Well why don’t we fight, have a physical battle against them?

c. Jn. 18:36-37, Dan 2:44

i. Where are the Romans today?  A spiritual kingdom is superior, as it will live on and on.  

ii. He reminded them of this and if they forgot they could go and ask Nebachadnezzar what lesson he learned (Dan. 4:25).

5. He loves us

a. 1 Jn. 4:1-11; Jn 21:15-19
6. He forgave us

a. Ax. 22:16

7. He died too

a. Rom. 6:3-4, Ax. 20:28; 2:47

b. He set the bar, the example.

c. He died first that all might die to sin.

d. You think you went through torture, he did too, be reminded of the cross.

i. You can see how the Lord Supper is to be taken weekly.  It reminds them and us of the painful death that he died!  It prepares them and us, that as he suffered let us be willing to suffer too.

ii. We need to be reminded as they, that “he who loses his life for me and the Gospel’s sake shall find it.” (Mark 8:35)

8. He made us a spiritual kingdom - V6
a. Priests and kings

i. These things had been told before (1 Pet. 5) they just needed a reminder.  This would help reassure the persecuted saint.

9. He will return again in judgment - V7
a. He has not forgotten you and left you here alone, no He remembers all.

b. Phil 2:10-11

c. What is he doing?  He is reminding them.

10. He is eternal - V8
a. Is Christ fading away?  He left us here to die tragically, could He have vanished away?  No.  Remember He is God and therefore eternal.

e. He Reveals

i. V10-11

1. A trumpet used to sound the military.  It is loud and clear.  This is a message from the General.

2. Write what you see (this was going to be given in visions).

ii. Now notice the very first image that is given to John.  Christ!  He reveals himself and where is He?

1. We shall see.  

2. But if you were a persecuted saint where would you want to see Christ, where would you want to know where He is, somewhere out there in the universe or right here with us?

iii. V12-13

1. He is found among the churches.

a. V20 says a lampstand = a church

b. And Christ is right there with them.  Oh what comfort can be gained!  He is not far.  That is what Paul had said, “God is not far from each one of us.” (Ax. 17:27)

i. We need to remember that too. We are in the presence of Christ this morning, how are you dressed mentally and physically?  Are you sloppy on the outside and the inside?  He knows.  He is right here today.

c. He calls the churches golden lampstands.

i. The OT lamps in the temple had one base and 7 lamps; here we see 7 separate stands, indicating independence and autonomy.  Each will be judged separately (in ch 2 & 3)

ii. What does a lamp do?  It gives light!

1. Matt. 5:16; Phil. 2:15.

2. Now if a lamp fails in its purpose, it is removed (thus the warning to come in ch 2,3)

iii. He says that the stand is golden.

1. Pure material, thus a sound church is comprised of faithful people; it is not a one-man show (a church like that will crumble).  It must be a group effort.  Ask yourself how much effort have you put into this church?  Remember Christ is right here this morning, be honest!

2. But also this is why discipline must be done for a little leaven will leaven the whole lump, the stand is no longer pure, no longer golden.

iv. V14-16

1. Now notice the divine being of Christ.  And what a wonderful and powerful picture it is.

2. If you were a saint under fire wouldn’t you like to know the power of your commander and that He is worthy to die for?

a. I’ve seen movies where fellas would say that of their commander, “I would die for him!”  For the respect they have for him.  Well, that guy is just a man!  Jesus is God!  How much more worthy is He?

3. Hair as white as wool as white as snow

a. Indicating purity and holiness and wisdom.  You can trust his commands for he knows best.

4. Eyes like a flame of fire

a. Fierce and tireless energy, able to see all. 

i. Even fireproof safes have a limit.

ii. Everything is open to Him.

1. Heb. 4:13

5. Feet of fine brass, refined in a furnace

a. Of strong metal, a glow as if still in the crucible

i. Indicating judgment that no enemy would be able to withstand, but would be ground into ash.

6. Voice like the sound of many waters

a. Ever hear the falls crash, or waves smash?  It is deafening it is powerful and yet majestic at the same time.

7. V16 – in right hand he protected 7 stars and defended them with the sword in his mouth.

a. What were these stars?  V20 says they were the angels of the churches.

i. Now lesson #1 on angels is that the Greek word aggelos simply means a messenger.  Now God has spiritual messengers (who we usually call angels) and physical messengers that we call messengers.  

ii. Whether they were physical or spiritual messengers we know that they were going to be under his protection (indicated by the right hand).  Was He correct?

1. Do we have the book of Revelation today?  Yes, we do, thus he was right.  He allowed them to get the message out to these churches. 

b. The sword from his mouth indicates the word that can cut and pierce the hardest heart.

i. And by the text saying, “out of his mouth” we can see that Jesus is on the offensive, he is prepared to battle. (Isa. 11:4)

8. And the last description John gives is that he shines like the sun in its strength.

a. Ever look at the sun at high noon?  Can you do it for long?  No, it will eventually burn your eyes.  

i. I believe this is what blinded Paul in Ax. 9

v. What man, what emperor, what country can stand against such a mighty being?

1. The message rings clear:  Persecuted Christians do not forget who is on your side!

2. John could not stand, but crumbled to the ground in fear.

vi. But only the enemy shall experience the terror and thus Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid.”

1. But notice He also touches John.

2. What is the significance of that?

3. Remember the main point?  Does Jesus even care???

a. What do you do when a close friend cries?  You pat them on the shoulder, you touch them.

b. I remember one time at dinner when a preacher shed tears due to one who had fallen away, and my brother kicked me under the table and motioned to me to put my hand on his shoulder.

c. It lets the other person know that, yes, you do care.

d. Christ does care for His persecuted saint.

Conclusion

I. These things would have brought comfort and reassurance to the persecuted Christian, and they do so for us too.

II. If you are not a Christian why not serve the wonderful master?

III. While the faithful have a sympathizing Jesus who will reach out and tell you he cares (by His word), the unfaithful await the feet of fine brass glowing from the fire which will destroy them one day.

a. You see Christ came to comfort His saints, but there is no comfort, only doom, that awaits the one who rejects the gospel.

IV. HBRCBF

V. Come now!!
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